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+ Andgreat multitudes came wnto him, h- 

ving with them thoſe that were lameO, 
| bGlinge, dumb, maimed, and many others, 
| endceſt them down at Feſws feet, and he 
| bealed them, 
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' Tomy worthy friends of $.Brid- 


| 


[ _ guift is conſiderable : 


SELLEALE ISLES ID 


vets (commonly Brides) Pa- 
riſh in London. 


The Bleſſings of this and 
a better lite. 


z>WAM cob, when ſending 
SAKS his Son into ZZgypr, 
2D adviſed them to car- 
ry * to the Governour thereof,* 6-43: 
( their unknown Brother ) a 
Preſent, a lutle balme,' and a 
lutle honey, ſpices, and myrrbe, 
nutts.and almonds. Herein both 
the quality and quantity of the 


A3 The 


The Epiſtle Deaicatory. 

The Quality : alas ! look on 
them in themſelyes, and they 
were but mean. Egypt (to 
g1ve 1t it's due ) excelled Pa- 
{eitine in many Commodities 
which were better to barter 
with forraigne Nations, as 
wicked men in all Apes ſur- 
paſle the ſervants of Gov in 
outward accommodations. 

The Quantity, but alittle of 
each. To carry much would 
have been but the more bur- 
then to their Cattle which car- 
ried it, and perchance leſle ac- 
ceptable to him that recet- 
ved it. How- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


—_— _—— _—_— 


However, one thing much 


commended this preſent , be- 
cauſe (as the Text ſaith) they 
were the beſt fruits of the Land. 
and no rationall perſon can 
expect better than what is beſt. 
Some conformity there is be- 
twixt their Preſent, & this my 
Dedication , none 1s more ſen. 
ſible than my ſelf of the mean- 
neſſe thereof : Beſides Zoar, 
15 1t not alittle one © yet 1s it 
the beſt that my barren condt- 
tion can for the preſent af- 
ford, on which account I 
{ comfortably preſume it will 


be 


 — 


_— 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
be as kindly taken as it is cor- 
dially tendred. | 

All 1 will adde is this; The 4 
Holy Spirit compareth good 


\*Eceleſ.12, Councell * nailes faſtned. In 


V.IL, 


proſecution of which Meta- 
phor, I hope that theſe nailes 
which were entred into your 
hearts at the preaching of them, 
ſhal now be r:vetted into om 
by che printing thereof ; which 


1s the hearty deſire of 


Your ſervant 
in Feſus Chriſt, 


Tro: FuLLeR, 


Ro 


I, 


Acr. 10, 38, 
Who went about doing of good. 


Fea He Textis parcell of that 
4D J-, heavenly Sermon S. Pe- 

al Deth.rer preached at the con- 

| WL verſion of the Centuri- 

== on, and it is worth, our 

inquiry ir into the CharaQtr, of that Cog- 


vere. Know then three * Eſſentials did 


conſtirute a Centurion. r, He muſt bea 


Sonuldier, 2. The Captain of an hundred 


} men (whence his name Centurion.) 3.He 


muſt be a Gentile by cxtragion. For at 
thistime the Rom, Emperar had took the 
Militia out of the hands of the Jewes,who 
politiquely would nor truſt that peeviſh 
8reiLellious people with the ſword in their 
hands, inſomuch that there. was a' Caſtle, 
B Ads 
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AG 22.24. which overawed the Temple: 
2. Now itis generally complained of 
Souldiers, that they are cruell, and Luke 
3-4-)t00 prone to do vislexce. It is charged 
on Officers, that they arc provwd and inſolent 
in improving their places, and Gemt/es are 
accuſed of :gyerance towards God, and * 
wickednefſe in their converſations. All | 
which obſervations are crofled in the Cex- 
19r/00 in my Text. - | 
3. Inſtead of taking away, and invading } 
the Propriety of others, He, ver.2. parted | 
with what was his own in muchalmes to '* 
the poore. Inſtead of being proud to- | 
wards others, in much humility he mace- 
rated himſelf with faſting (wv. 30.) Inſtead} 
of being guilty of Ignorance and Profane- 
neſſe, he feared God with all his houle. 
Lernone hereafter envy this Centurion the 
height of his place, or repine at his power, 
ruling over a hundred, ſceing he was a man 
of a thouſand, | 
4-Ler not any Jook on the Military! 
profeſsion, as on ſuch a Gentile, our of 


 whichno Prophet; as on ſuch a N«Faveth, 


eut of which no'Gooth can: ariſe. Let them) 
not 


The beſt Employment. 3 
not conceive the principles of fearing of 
God, and fighting with Men ſo oppoſite, 
thar they cannot meet in the ſame perſon. 
Sccing on enquiry it will appeare, thar all 
the Centurions in the NewTeſtament were 
cither good men, or lcſlc bad than many of 


{ more peaccable profeſsions. 


I1.Tbe faithfull Centurion(Mat.8.) 
preferred for the ſame by our Savi- 
our above thoſe in 7ſrael. | 

2. The Centurion glorifying God, 
and jaitifying Chriſt at hs Paſſion - 
Luke 23.47.Certeinly this was a righ- 
feOus Man, 

_ 3. Thejuſt Centurion, who reſcned 
S, Paul (As 22.26.) from ſcour- 
ging, becauſea Roman, . 

. 4+ The ſerviceable Centurion, who 
at S. Paul's entreaty conveyed the 
young man to a Captaine, whereby 
the Apoſtle eſcaped the conſpiracy 
of his enemies. : 

5. Thecivill Centurien, who kept 
S. Paul, CAGs 24.23. forbidding 
none to miniſter unto him. _ 

6, Julius the conrtcouCentnurion,who 

B'z ſaved 
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ſaved S. Paul at his ſhipwreck, 47s 
. 27.42. when the Sonldiers had a 
deſire to kill him. 
- Bur beyond all, and above all, the 
Centurion in this chapter, whoſe picty may 
| be aperfed patternfor all Chriſtians ro' - 
[mitate. 

5. Obj. If this Centurion was already (o 
g00d, what needed S. Peter to be ſent to 
him for his further converſion 2 What 
was this but a&am agere, to do what was 
done before, ſeeing no further addition or 
acceſsion could be made to his goodneſle, 
which already was ſo compleart in the kind 
and degrees thereof. 

6. I anſwer, The Centurion was alrea- 
dy in the ſtate of Grace, but on the prin- 
ciples of a Fewiſh Proſelyte - he looked 
for ſalvation by a Mefrah, as yet to come, 
and on that account led a pious converſa- 
tion. Had he died in that ſtare, his ſoule, 
no doubr, kad been ſaved with the reſt of 
the godly Jewes before Chriſt : But ber- 
ter things were provided for this Centuri- 
en, God had ſtored up more kindely mer- 
cies for him to receive ; Petey is ſent to 

inform 
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inform of Chriſt come, and to cleat his im- 
plicice into a diſtinct faith. 

7. To this purpoſe the Apoſtle acquain- 
teth him in his Sermon with the perſon 
and practiſes of our Saviour, though cer- 
tainly the breviate onely, and chief heads, 
and not all hs diſcourſe at large, is opened 
by S. Lske, and my text is aprincipall 
part of our Chriſt his compleat charaQter, 
Who went about dotng of goed. 

8. Obſerve in the words, Firſt, Chriſts 
Humility, He wezt. 

Secondly, His Induftry.-- No ſmall 
way, but About. 

Thirdly, His Charity. Doing of pad. 

Firſt, Humility, He wewt, and thar pedes 
embulavit, he conſtantly footed it, Indeed 
he was brought trom NaFareth, the place 
of his Conceprion, to Bethlehem, where 
he was born, in the womH> of his Mothe', 
and when forced to flie before he could 
£0) into Feypt, probably was carried in 
the armes of his parents, otherwiſe he 
alwaies travailed on foor, one time ex- 
ceptcd, when not ſo much out of Maje- 
ſty as Myſteric, not ſo much tacaſe him- 
B 3 (cl{e, 


\ 
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ſelf, as perform the prophetical! prediRi- 
on. He { Mat.2.) rode alternately on the 
Aſle, and the Aſſe Colt, o herwiſe, al- ' 
waics, (ſuch his humility) he wexr. 

9. Secondly, His Induſtry, Abovt. But 
here it will be demanded, whether this did 
not ſomething tieſpaſſe on our Saviours 
gravity, and thar ſtaidneſſe which he uſed 


in other ations. Did not this ſavour 


ſomething of an erratical and circumfra- | 
neous motion © Sure it was contrary to 
the counſell he gave his Diſciples, I»t0 
what town oy city ye enter, there abide, Mat. |} 
10.1I. Goe not from houſe to honſe, Luke | 
10.2, Had not therefore our Saviour, in 
like manner, better have fixed himſelfe in 
one place, than thus to wander up and 
down when he went about ? 

10, I anſwer, three ſatisfatory reaſons 
may berendred of our Saviours frequent 
removals, though the firſt ſo ſufficientin 
its (elf, it will givea diſcharge to the other 
two, as added onely for Ornament, not * 
Neceſſity: 1. Thereforc our Saviour went | 
about per force, becauſe he had no certain 
habirarion of his own, therein conſtantly ? 

| ro | 
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to recide, but was faine to make uſe of 
the houſes of his friends therein to abide, 


: Mat, 8.20, The fpxes bave holes, and the 


birds of the aire have neſts, but the ſon of 
men hath net where to lay his head. 
11. By the way let me beſpeak the 


 thankfulneſſe of many perſons (whom I 
7 bcholdin this Auditory) to whom God 
{ hath not onely given Agors wiſh, Prov. 
# 30. to be fed with food conyenicnt for 
3 them, but alſo folarge cftatcs , that they 


have plenty of Places, exchange of Hou- 


! ſes, variety of Habirations ; How ought 


ſuch to Jay out their foulcs in thankfulneſs 
to God | it faring in this point farre bertex 
with them, than with our Saviour himſcif, 
who for want of a dwelling, was fain to go 
about. 

12. Secondly, Our Saviour went about, 
ſo the better to decline and efcape the ma- 
lice of thoſe who ſought after his life. 
Any man can at anear diſtance hit a dead 
wark, whilſt he muſt be a good marks- 
ren indeed who can hit a flying Fowle, 
Chriſt therefore was alwaics in motion, 
that he might not give a ſteddy aim to his 

B4 $168 
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enemy's malice. When Herod the Fox 


deſigned his deathin Galilee, then he took 
his* private progreſſe into Fudes, and 
when thoſe in Tedea projected to murder 


him, he made his ſecret return into Galilee, 


or elſe retreated (Jobn 11.54.) to a City 


called Ephraim, in the wilderneſſe , and: 


continued there, 

13. He was unfit to be a Saviour of 
mankinde, who would not by all pruden- 
tiall wayes be a Saver of himſelf. Though 
he would not decline death when his hour 
was come, he'would nor covrt it before 
that time, he would /ay his life down, not 


cbrow it down, patiently give himſelf, not 


wilfully ca# himſelf away for mankinde: 
Otherwiſe,if he had-refuſed troembrace all 
lawful wayes of ſclf-preſervation, untill 
his appointed time was come, he had died 
a MalefaQor, not mide by God a ſin for 
us, but being a ſnner of himſelf, no better 
_ Felo de ſe, guilty of his own deſtru- 
10N. 
14. Thirdly, Chriſt went abour, fo the 
- more conveniently ro diſperſe and di- 
{pence 'his doRrine and miracles, _ 
| - eac 
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the:more people might enjoy the benefit 
thereof. If the Sun ſhould alwaies ſtand. 
ſtill in one place, that partof the earth 
would be fryed, and the reſt froJew, thar. 
would be parched with heat; -and the reſt 
pinched withcold ; wherefore the provi- 
dence of Nature hath fo ordered and di- 
ſpoſed it, that the Sun ſhall take his circuir 
through the Zodiack, that ſo his light and 
heat may be communicated tothe more 
Countreys. Chriſt in like manner, that ' 
Sun of Rightcouſnefle, Mal.4.2, arifing 
with healing in his wings, made his moti-, 
on through the rwelwe Signes, I mean the 
twelve 1 ribes of Iſrael, that ſo the more. 
places might participate of his Preſence, 
Preaching, and Miracles. | 

14. Pafle we now from his Humility to 
his Charity; Went about doing of good, .and.- 
that in ſeveral conſiderations, j7 


es Altrimes. 
 1n reſpetof Ja places. 
All perſons. 
Incndeayouting whereof may my weak 


endeavours, and your intentions, as well 
| | as 
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as we may obſerve our Saviours motion, 
and go «bout after him. —_— P4- 
trem nou paſitbus equi, and though in cir- 
calar motions it matters not where we be- 


gin, ſo be it we continue moving, till we | 
rerurne where we began; yer for methods | 
fake we will firſt handle the firſt point, in | 


reſpec of all times. 


16, Let us take notice of a Diurnall, or *' 
daies work of our Saviour, He was no | 


large lier on bed, bur a timely riſer about 
his fathers work, John 8.2. And early in 
the morning be came again into the Temple. 


As he roſe early, he went lateto bed, 


eſpecially on the Sabbath day, the day of | 


his greateſt implayment: for when he 
had wearied himſelf all the day long with 
preaching his Word, at night when his 
work was ended, his work was new begun. 
People then preſsing upon him afreſh 
(forbidden before by the ſuperſtirious 
Phariſces) to be healed by him, As he 


roſe earely and went late to bed, ſo all che | 


day long was he buficd in doing of 

good. — 

' 17. If any time of the day may ſeem - 
JC 


<A 
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be priviledged from Employment, and 
exempted from Induſtry, fure it is, the 
time of Refeion, when Men in midſt of 
the Terme of all their worke , may and 


! muſt make a Y4c4119n to themſelves, rhe 
# better to refreſh their hungry aad wea 

{ bodies therein -4 
; times, was chrif intentive in doing of 
] good. True it is, it was weat and driwke 
4 unto him, to doe his Fathers work, 
{ [Johw 4, 32.] So zealous in proſecution 
thereof, that ſometimes he faſted from 0- 
1 ther food. Mark Fl 20. He could not ſo 


But even at tho 


much as cate bread, for the crowding of 
the company about him; but when Li- 
berty was allowed him to take his repaſt, 
he improved his time in doing good, wit- 
nefſe his demeanour at the table of the 
Phariſce, who invited him to dinner, as 


; Luke 14. where he received not ſo much 


temporall food from the entertainer, as 
he beſtowed Spirituall counſel] upon 
him, werſe 12. Then ſaid be alſs10thew 
that bed bims, 8c. He pur forth a parable 
to them that may bidden, werſe 7, and 
theſe words, Bleſſed 


upoa the occaſion bf 
i 
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i he that ſhall eate bread inthe Kingdome of 
God, -titeered by a fellow gueſt, he put 
forth x moſt heavenly Parable. 

18.: One demanded how a Man might 
mike himſelfe welcome at a Feaſt 2 to: | 
whiort it was anſwered, we fis, 3:5u80a6-, | 
come* not thither- without paying thy ſhot, 
feſt 'otherwiſe he' be beheld as aclogge, ? 
or burden co the company. Another an- ; 
ſwered much to the fame effet, $:8 not 
theye'as « ſtone upon «ſtoole, that is, con- | 
tribiite, if not woney, yet mirth to the | 
company, bring ſome ingratiating quality 
with chee, that'may make thee acceprable- 
to thy fellow gueſts. Sure Iam our Sa-' | 
viour was not indebted to the'.company* | 
where he dined, bringing with him,though: 
nocarnall mirth, which ends in ſadnefle, | 

yet ſpiritual joy, contained in that holy: 
counſel which he ſo freely beſtowed, - : * 

119. Secondly, In reſpect of all places, 
He did pood whereſoever he came, at-Ns- 
Jareth, where he was conceived, Berhlecen, 
where he was born, Fordan, where he was: 
baptiſed, Galilee, where he converled, 


Getbſemeni, where he was betrayed, Gal- 
; batha, 


| The be# Employment. T3 | 
baths, where he was condemned, Gol- 
gathe, where he was crucified , and 
which was the more to their finne and 
ſhame, ſuch places which did partake 


{ mo# of his corporall preſence, did reap 
J the /eſſe benefit by his ſpirituall 'prea- 
1 ching, witnefſe Berhſaida, CoraJin , and: 
; Capernanm, BY” 3 


20, Thirdly, In reſpe& of all perſons,” 


{ 1. to thoſe that were above. himina ct-: 
4 vill reſpc@, namely, to Ceſar and his 
1 Officers, not onely preaching of 
{ Obedience, and payment of Tribute 
y to the Emperour , but alſo putting him- 


ſelfe ro the expence of a Miracle ,. 
(Matthew. 17. 27.) rather than Ceſar 
ſhould have his Toll mony unpaid. +2. To 
ſuch as were beneath him, as poorer 
than himſclfe, becauſe not having ſo 
good friends to relieve them. : Thus 
rhough he himſelfe held all thac he had 
in Frapk- Almonage, and lived on the 
poore mays box, beholden to the charity 
of Foanna, Suſanna, and other his good 
Benefafors for his Maintenance , - yet 
of alittle, be gave 4 little , it _ 

| | is 
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his conſtant cuſtome eſpecially about the 
good time of the Paſſover) to diſpence bis 
almes tothe poore, Otherwiſe when he 
faid to Jadas (John 13.27.) That thou doſt, 


_ de quickly. The reſt of the Diſciples could 


not ſo quickly have commented on his | 
words : that he defired him, the bag-bes- | 
rer, togive ſomething to the poore;, had ! 
not the ſame been conformable to Chriſts 
common praiſe on ſuch occaſions, He | 
did good to thoſe about him , his D:- | 
ſciples, to thoſe beſide him, the ordinary | 
Jews,to thoſe againſt them, the very Soul- 
diers ſent to attach him, witneſle curing of 
AMalthus his care, ſtrucken off by Petey. 
21. ButI meet with a double obzeRion 
dpainſt Chriſts going about todo general 
good , the one being a fin of emiſron, the 
other of. commiſſion, charged on his ac- 
count : I begin with the firſt, which thus 
be urged againſt him, He who hath 
and opportunity to do right, and 


 omitterh the ſame, is guilcy of doing 
— or the pretermitting of a benefic 


in ſuch a caſe, is the commirting of an in- 
juty. Now our Saviont was ſolemnly 
requeſted' 
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queſted and preſſed (Luke 12.13) to di- 
vide their Inheritance betwixt the two 
brethren, 8 yet he declinedthe doing of fo 
acceptable an office,and gav: the Petirio» 
ner unto him in that kinde, a flat deniall. 
22, Ianſwer, Both perſons intereſted in 
the Divident of the land, did not ſue unto 


3 him, but ſo that it was onely a ſingle mori- 
1] 0, not the joyn: peticien of both Brethren 
7 intereſted therein. 2. Chriſt, a ſearcher of 


hearts, might diſcover in him, who made 
the motion, a coverows inclination, and 
perchance a l:tigiows diſpoſition, not to 
ſtand to any agreement. Laſtly, and 
chiefly,he had no calling to meddle there- 
in, being a private perſon, and captious 
people lay «t the catch on any ſhadow of a 
fault to accuſe him, for invading the office 
of a Magiſtrate. 

23. It is confeſſed, ic is an honourable 
wotk to accommodate differences accor- 
ding to our Saviours own principles, 
Bleſſed are the peacemakers, eſpecially to 
compremize diſcord betwixt fo neer rela- 
tions, as two. Brethren, HKereby, haply, 


our Saviour might have prevented = 
and 


DD — 
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and tedious ſuits, ſaved them the expenſes 
of a coſtly proſecution in Law, and which 
was more, might have ſuppreſſed many 
uncharitable Animoſities, and quenched 
heartbornings berwixe chem/': Bur, one 
thing was wanting , A Commiſſion to 
inctermeddle therein, A good ded is an 
ill deed, do by him who hath no calling to ds 
it, The Conrts were open, and Fudges | 
therein appointed,'to heare and determine | 
Cauſes of this nature. They both, if fo 
diſpoſed, might ſue our what was equiva- 
lent to our writ of partition in our Com- 
mon Law, to part the Inheritance in 
equall portions betwixt them, whilſt our 
_ Saviour juſtly refuſed to interpoſe in the 
Controverſic, made a Mediatour betwixrt 
' God and Man in matters of higher con- 
ſequence, but nor betwixt Man and 
Mas in things of temporall concera- 
24. Such therefore will find themſelyes 
mucdh miſtaken, who having little «b:/rry, 
and no awthority, adventure on the Mimi- 
ſteriall funion to preach and baptiFe, con- 
criving they ſhall bejaZ:f:dand bery our 

| in 
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n the Comrt of Heaven by the integrity of 
heir intentions to employ their parts to 
ods glory, whereas more is requiſite to 
he legitimation of a publ:que a, and 
aking it gcod, when done by a private 
perſon, namely, a lawfull commiſhon to 
doe it, for want whereof our Saviour ab- 
ained to intermeddle as a Magiſtrate , 


hough, he went about doing of good. 


25. And here, by the way, ler me inſert 
nother caution: Our Saviours going a- 
dout from place to place, not fixed ina 
errain ſtation, nothing favourerh or be- 
riendeth the practice of ſuch, who refuſe 
o reſide on Parechiall charge, but muſt 
ave a whole Province, or erg 1 for 
he circuit of their plancticall preaching. 
T heſe preter;d to ſuch prodigious parts, 
uch Parameunt gifts and graces, above 
he ftardard of other men, (and we muſt 
clieve thev have ſuch fignall endow- 
nents\for they ſay to themſelves; That they 
onceive ir pity ſuch Talents ſhould be 
uriedin one Pariſh, and ſuch ample abili- 
ies be ſtifled within the nartowneſle of 


ne Cure : and hence it is, theſe ambulatory 


Prea- 


— 
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Preachers remove from place to place, re- 


fuſing to be ſerled in a certain habitation : 


Bur it is to be feared theſe mengo abour, | 
ſowing of Schiſm, ſetting of Errors, and | 


ſpreading FaQion, whilſt our$«viovr went 


about doing of good. 
26, The next is a fault of commiſſion 
charged on our Sevieuy, «that he went not 


alwaies about doing of good, by his owne | 


confeſſion, Mat. 10. 34. Think not Iam 


CIT, 


come i ſend peace on earth, I came not to | 


ſend peace, but a ſword. For lam come to 


ſet a man at varience again# hs father, 8c. | 


Now ſuch who come to bring «ſword to 
any place, ſurely their room is more wel- 
come than their company, and itcan no 


way be intitled to be a good work, when ff 


one (contrary to the /aw of natere it ſelf) 
ſhall ſer variance betwixt ſo near and dear 
relations. 

27. I anſwer, Our S4viowrs words, 1 
come to ſet a man at varience, are not ſo 
to be underſtood, as if it were his prince- 
pall purpoſe and original intent, out of 


premeditate plot, and ſet deſignee to! 
make theſe unnaturall differences, but } 


that | 


I9 
that ſuch ſad effes, de faFo, would come 
to paſle, per accidens, through the corru- 


# prion in mankind: For the preaching of 
# the Goſpel would meer with ſuch oppoſi- 


tion in car#all mindes, that our Saviour in- 
fallibly forefaw ſuch demeſticall Antipa- 
thies would inevitably follow the ſame 
Thus, as the Sun intended by watwre to 
lighten clear eyes, and arifing daily for 
that purpoſe, yer occaſtoneth the ſmarting 
of ſuch who are ſore, or blear-ſighted: So 
Chri#t being a Peace-maker and Mediatowr, 
by his meſſage, employment, and deſire, 
proved againſt his own will through mens 
defaulr, the gencrall iacendiaries in f4- 
milies, and by conſequence in Cizies, 


| Conptries, and Kingdomes,though he wear 


about doing of goed, 

28, Two eminent inſtances may be gji- 
ven of the good our Saviour did, Firſt, all 
his Miracles were ſaving Miracles, which 
may ſerve for a charader ro diſtingu ſh 
them from the Mzracles of his Apoſtles 
St, Paul ſtrikes ſeeive El.mas blinde, 
Chriſt makes blind Bart:meus ſee, S, Peter 
ſtrikes living Ananias and Seppbira dead; 

(C2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt makes deed Girus his daughiter and 


Learw live. But if Chriſt was pleaſed to | 
manifeſt himſelf in a deſtructive way, no | 
rationall creature ſhall be made the objeR } 


of his anger, but a Fig-rree is found out | 
(and thar but a barren one) Mat.21.19.to 
be curſed; Hoges arefound out (and thoſe |; 
the beaſtlieſt of all Beaſts) Mat. 32.8. to | 
be drowned, to ſhew that if God in the 5 
vind:cation of his own honour, doth devi- 


ate from his naturall pronity and propene | 
fity to mercy, and is neceſſicated, ſe de- | 
fendenao, to appear in a revenging way: it | 
is our barrenneſſe in goodneſſe, and beaſtli- | 


neſſe in badneſſe, which inforceth him co 
what is contrary to his owne inclina- 
tion. 


29. Secondly, we may obſerve, that ; 
fome of our Sawviours miracles were double | 


ones, one growing within another. Thus 


eMHet.g.19. it was the chief intent of our | 
Saviour to raiſe the davghter of the Ruler, | 


when &s & Tee&/A#, obiter, as in the way thi- 
ther, he did almoſt as great a miracle in 


curing her, who was long troubled with 


an Iſſue of blood, Thus as cunning Gar- 
fe 2 deners 


- 
vt 


; 
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4 deners, are ſaid to have a myſterie, where- 


by (by inoculating one flower on another) 


Z they make chem grow double : ſo our S4- 
# viour had Twin-miracles, and occafionall 
Z ſpringing up inthe midſt of an intentional 
* miracle, | 


39. But here a queſtion may be pro- 


4 pounded, not coming within the com- 
7 paſſe of thoſe condemned by the Apoſtle, 
2 Tim. 2.23. For fooliſh and unlearned that 


do gender Zirife ; but ſuch the anſwering 


E whereof may give ſome /igbt to our heads, 
$ and heat to our hearts and affedtions, 


31. Secing our Saviour was a Benefa- 
Gor generall to all perſons and places 
where he came, how came it co paſle that 
he was not the 92inien of mankind, delicie 
humani generss, the darling of the world, 
ſeeing he deſerved no leſs, by his favours 
conferred upon it 5 how came men fo 
generally to hate him, (ooften to plor,and 


{ atlaſt ropra@iſe his deſtruction 2 


32. I anſwer, ſeverall reaſons may be 
rendred, ſome zearer, ſome more remote, 
why our Saviour could never be popular, 
thoughno man more merited the ſame 

C3 Firſt, 
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Firſt, becauſc had he been univerſally be- | 
loved, it would have hindred the grand fg 
deſign of mans ſalvation, no Fadas i 
would have been found to betray him, no i# 
falſe Witneſſes to accuſe him, no Pilate 
to condemn him, no Souldiers to execute 
him, and therefore of neceſfiry Chriſt was 31 
r0 incur many mens diſpleaſure. = 
33- Secondly, he was to have not onely Jh 
q notionall, but alſo an experimentall, yea, 5 
which was more, a meritorious know+ j#d 
ledge of all miſeries, ro which humanity þ 
was ſubjet, of hanger, Mark 11.12, of $4 
thirſt, 7obn 4.9. long and painfull prea- | / 
ching with little profic, becauſe of peoples jt 5 
unbelief, wearineſſe under paine, and n«- i / 
kedneſſe npon the Croſſe, as alſo of the 
cauſleſſ&and undeſerved hatred of people 
from thoſe on whom he had conferred 
orcat favours, that ſo hz might the berter 
know to pray for pity, and believe his ſer- 


F 
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*Y 
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yants in the {ame condition, 
34-Thirdly,though o#rSawvior went about 
doing of good, yet fome wicked men hared 
him, meerly becauſe they were wicked 
men; there is 2 generation of gr ex 
| tive 
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be- Jdrive a trade (whereby they will never 
nd ferow ſpiritually rich) of rece:wing good, 8 
des yeturning evil, David, as a Prophet, yea, 
no i#a Type ot Chriſt, complained of ſuch, Pſal. 
late (ig5. 12. They rewarded me evil for good, to 
ute '3;he ſpoyting of my ſoule. Some men have 
vas Much foul ſtomachs, as to turn all honey 
Zinto choller, converting courteſfies they 
ely Zhave received into anger and malice. 

3 35. Fourthly, Chriſt, though generally 
w« [4 doing good, was diſtaſted of many, becauſe 
ty [the Dofrines he delivered, were cither 
of Jabove their underſtanding, or againſt their 
-1- SE hamour and inclination; it was ſaid of 
les I Tits Yeſpaſian the Emperour, Neminem 4 
4- | ſe dimiſit triftem, He ſent 10 man ſad away 
he E from him. A happincſſe denied to our 
le JF $4vioewr himſelf, for when (Mat.19.22.) 
-d if he adviſed the young man to ſell all that he 
er if 44d andgive it to thepoore, and come and 
r- &f follow him, it i ſaid, he went away (orrow- 

full, for he had great poſſeſſions. 

ut 36. Laſtly, Chri, though generally in- 
d I eratiating himſelf with his good deeds, 
d } could never arrive to be univerſally belo- 
h | ved, becauſe he told people of their fins, 
c C4 and 
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and foretold them of their ſufferings, 
eſpecially the 23. of S, Matthew's Goſpel], 


| Where he pronounceth eight woes , andſj 
every woe #hree fold (four and twenty in} 
all ineffcR) againſt Scribes, and Phariſces # 


and Hypocrites. 


37- It was ſaid of Will: Naſſaw, Prince 7: 
cf Orange, (Father to the late Maurice) 
rhe firſt Founder under Ged, af the Low- 
country.mens liberty , being* a popwular | 


Prixce, courteous in his carriage to the ? 


meaneſt perſon, that he never pur off his 


hatto a Peaſant,or Boar, but with that ge- | 
ſtute che Keng of Spain loſt a Subject, and | 


+4 
i 
Ly 
_— 
LEY” 
y 


a free Member was gained to the united } 


Provinces, how well they will requite his 
Lkindnefle to his family, poſterity will rake 
notice, and ſucceeding generations will ob- 
ſerve. 

' 38. But our Saviournever pronounced 
one of the aforeſaid woes, but inſtantly 
he loſt the affcRions of ſome, who became 
his enemies for telling them the 
ernth : Here a Hyppocrite hated him, there 
a Scribe ſcorned him, here a Lawyer left 
him, there a Phariſee forſook him; and at 


ONE 


ngs, 
(pe, 
and} 
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one time, F0h.6.66. many of his Diſciples 
went back, and walked no more with 
him. 

39-And here itis worth our obſervation 
tojrake notice of the difference between the 
preaching of Moſes and our Seviewr, the 
former promiſed all outward happineſſe to 
ſuch as kept Gods lawes, how they ſhould 
be, Dent. 28, Bleſſed in the field, and bleſſed 
in the city, bleſſed in their body, and bleſſed 
in their ground, and bleſſed in their carrel, 
bleſſedin their basket, and bleſſed in their 
flore, in a word, on condition they would 
obſerve Gods commandements he preached 
and promiſed unto thena all external peace, 
plenty, and proſperity, 

40, Our Seviowr's Sermons were of a 
different, yea, contrary nature, as appea- 
reth by that paſſage, @Mat.5.44. But 1 ſay 
unts you, love your enemies, bleſſe them that. 
curſe you, de good tothems that hate you, and. 
pray for them which deſpightfully uſe you 
«nd perſecute you 2 


Wherein 
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'1.Suppoſed, Thar the ſervants of 
God notwithſtand- 
ing their walking ſs- 


berly,righteonſly, and 

where- | pt —, 4 

| inis of their endeavours, 

+ . f ſhall have many ene- 

; mies , cruſers, and 
3 perſecutors. 


' 2: [mpoſed, That Goſpell-princi- 
| | ples oblige ſuch who 
F will be the followers 
| of Chriſt, to bleſſe 
thoſe who are their 
moſt profeſſed exe- 
;  *© 
| Theſe are two hard ſayings together, 
; and is able to hear them ſeverally, 8 aſun- 
2 der; this mauled Chri# his popwlarity.that 
| notwithſtanding all his heavenly Sermons, 
boly life, and happy miracles, he was hated 
, by carnall men, chiefly on this account, 
[i becauſe. ſuch as followed his Do@rrnes, 
mult be ſure of perſecution here, and waite 
| for a reward hereafter. 
| 4t. Letnotthe Miniſters of the mo 
c 


- 
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be diſheartned, and diſcouraged , if 
with all their painfull preaching, and pi- 
ous livingand courteous, carriage to, and 
good uſage of their people, they can never 
get,nor gaine their generall good will, The 
Diſciple is not greater than his Meſter, nor 
the ſervant than his Lord, let us know to 
our comfort that Chriſt himſelf could 
never belong in peaceable poſſeſſion of a 
oenerall good eſtecme, but tor the reaſons 
aforeſaid, fell into peoples diſpleaſure, 
thoagh he went aboat doing of good, 
42.Now to make ſome uſe of the Text in 
generall, and firſt, is it ſo that our Saviour 
went about doing of eood? ſerverhin this 
the firſt place ro confute ſuch , who will 
not at all go about, bur immure them-- 
ſelves in a Clo;ſter, pent within the walls 
thereof, and then pride themſelves in this 
their will- worſhip, as the higheſt and holi- 
eſt ſtate of perfection, though there they 
zily wither on the ſtalkthey grew on, wich- 
our contributing any thing by their paines 
and parts to the Church or Common- 
wealth: May not both Church and State, 


as their creditors, juſtly ſue them on an 
ARion 
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Aion of Debt,for imbezilling theſe their 
part; or, if you will, ingroſfing them to 
theraſclves alone, wherein the Commu- 
nion of Saints doth claime a joynt and 
publique intereſt ; ſure I am, our Saviour, 
thatgrand Exemplar of Holineſlc, did not 
confine himſelf ro a Cell, but went «bout 
doing of good. 

4 3- Secondly, confateth ſuch who goe 
bout, but how © not to do good, but to 
do miſchief, every place they come at fa- 
ring the worſe for their company : Thus 
as a Snaile may be traced by the ſlime (he 
leaveth behinde her, ſo theſe men may be 
eracked whitherſocver they remove, by the 
| footſteps of their own wickedneſſe. Here 
they havea wanton ſpeech, there a drop, 
an uncharitable paſſagez, there they 
ſcatter a profane expreſſion, they may be 
followed and found out by their bad 
words in one place, and worſe works in 
another; theſe leave $S«4x for their Sove- 
reigne, or chief of their order, Job 1. 7. 
Who came from going t0 and fro in the 
earth, and from walking up aud down 11 it, 
But what todo The Apo#le telleth us, 

I Pet, 
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1 Pet.5. 8. Walking about ſeeking whom he 
may devoure. Lazineſle is better than ſuch 
labour, idleneſſe than ſuch employment, 
#0 go about doing of evil. 
44+ Thirdly, it confateth ſuch, who (to 
give them their due) do ſome good, and,gs 
doing of ſome good, but they gonort abou, 
their motion is circular, bur ſemicir- 
cularat the beſt, they are onely beneficial 
ro ſome of their own gang, of their.own 
party,of their own faction,their goodneſs 


15nor generall and univerſall, co allthe 


true and proper objects thereof. 

45. What ſaith S. Paxl, Gal. 6.10. As 
we have therefore opportanities, let us doe 
good to all men, efpecially to them who are of 
the houſhold of fatth ; thoſe indeed are to 
have a Hanna's part of our Favour, 2 
Benjamine's portion of ourBounty, yet ſo, 
as all in extremity, are the objects of cha- 
rity, we are to baulk none who come in 
our way, not to ſay that ſome of plentifull 
eſtates are bound to (ſcek out ſuch ob- 
jeas for their liberality. | 

46. It is obſerved, that the diſeaſe called 
S. Anthony's fire, or the Cingles, (becauſe 

i 
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ieclippeth and ſurroundeth the body in 
faſhion of a girdle) is never mortal, till it 
wholly compaſſcth the waſt, both ſides of 
the inflammation meeting together ; but 
on the contrary, Charity is never Sove- 
raign cfteQually, and cordiall to purpoſe, 
untill it finiſheth its full circuir, ard takerh 
its compleat compaſle, going about to do 
good. | 

. 47. Itis an uſeof comfort to the Saints 
and ſervants of God, confidcring that 
Chriſt, who on Earth went about doing of 
good, now in| heaven, anvtiquum obtinet, 
keeps his old wont, till retaineth his for- 
mer mercifull and bountifull diſpoficion, 
he hath not leſſe gpoodneſle, for having 
more greatneſſe , lefſe grace for having 
more glory, yea, rather now he doth 
greater and becrer things for us, becauſe be 
u gone tothe Father, John 14.12. Whilſt 
onearth his power was limited and confi- 
ned, his Iuſtre was clouded and eclipſed 
with his humanity, whereas now he is pur 
into a better capacity toexpreſſc himſelf, 
and affiſt us, able to work what we wiſh, 
and doe what we dcfire. _ 
| 48. But 
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4$. But now he doth not goe «bout do- 
ing of good, becauſe after his long weari- 
neſſe on earth, he is repoſed in caſe and 
honour, and fixed at the right hand of his 
Father in heaven, yet ſtill in ſome{| ſence 
he may be ſaid t# goe about doing of good, 
ſuch the extenſiveneſſe of his providence, 
through the whole circle of Creation, from 
Angels to worms, though the Maſter-piece 
of his mercy is the daily making of inter- 
ceſſion to God for his ſervants. ps 

49. Some difference there is amongſt 
learned men about the manner of his ma- 
king interceſhon, ſome conceiving it done 
onely with his mouth, others onely really 
by vertue of his merit, probably it may be . 
done both waies, the rather becauſe our 
Saviour hath a tongue (as alſo a whole bo- 
dy, but glorified) in heaven, and it is not 
likely, that the mouth we pleaded for us 
on carth, is al:ogether filent for us in hea- 
ven, but in what manner ſoever this inter- 
ceſſion be made, it is ſo done, as makes it 
both acceptable to. God, and cffefuall 
for us, by him who now reigneth in glory, 
and formerly went about doing of good. 
Amen. Fink, 
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PROV,. 23. Ver. 26, 
My ſon, give me thy heart, 


g22= Hele words, [ My ſon,] arcuſed 
BS H= more thar, ſixteen times in this 
a& Ct Book. Iris therefore well worth 
= our inquiry, what particular 
perſons Solomon deſigned by that relative 
compellation. 

Fiiſt, Negatively : know that Rehoboam, 
Solomon's ſon begotten by him, ( heir but 
to two parts of twelve of his Father's King- 
dome, but not to the hundred part of his 
wiſdome) was not particularly rcfleted at 
herein, nor any other of his bodily extra- 
ion; where, by the way,though we read 
. of Solomon's Wives and Concubines,we can 
give but a ſlender account of his Children, 

D. z finding 
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finding but ove Sow, and two Danghteys, 
1 Kivg. 4. 11,15, And probably, he was 
nor fruitfull in ive, proportionably to his 
Marriages. | 

2. Nor Poſitively - know Solomon was 
but the 2nſtramentall Pen man, Gods Spirit 
the principall Inditoy of this Book. And as 
our Saviour (aid, AMat.12.50, Wheſoever 
| ſhall doethe will of my Father which « in 
heaven, the ſame u my brotver, ſiſter, and 
motber ;, So, whoſoever ſhall attentively 
hear, and conſcionably praiſe the precept 
in my Text, the ſame is the be/oved ſon, 
2nd dear daughter therein intended, My 
ſon, give me thy heart. 

3. We will begin with a brief paraphraſe 
on cach word, ſo to disincumber, them 
{rom all ſhew of difhculty, and then by 
Gods aſi:ſtance ſhall raiſe one ſtaple Do- 
(71ne, prove and apply it. 
4+ G:we] nor ſe}!, we onoht not tobe 
faJeable in Gsds ſervice, having mercenary 
fouls, chicfly aiming ar our own intereſt, 
Indced, we may, and mult with Moſes, 
Hci». 11. 26 have veſpett unts the recom- 
p:nſe of reward; we may look to it, and 

E, as 
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was taken from him, and given to his com- 
panion, Then ſurely God will not hold 
chem gviltleſſe, who having firſt given him 
their hearts, afterwards take them away 
2gain, and conferre them upon the world 
and wickedneſle. 2 Tim.4.10. Demas hath 
forſaken me, having loved thu preſent 
world, and i departed. 

1. Come we now to confute thoſe 
flammes, which the world, the fleſh and the 
Levill, commonly ſuggeſt to men to de- 
ter them, or at the leaſt to detaine them 
trom giving their hearts to God. Indeed I 
could give them better termes, as to call 
them pleas, pretences, excuſes, but flammes 
is even good enough toexprefſe them. 

2, Firſt, they alledge for themſelves, 
that in caſe they ſhould give their hearts to 
Gea, they mult preſently take a finall far- 
well of all comforts and contentments in 
this World. Hereatter (ſay they) we muſt 
expe to live a diſmall, dreary, dolefull, 
diſcontented, diſconſolate life : no ſpark 
of pleaſure, mirth, and jolliry, but a /fe- 
leſſe heartleſſe life, when we have given 
our hearts unto God, 


3» An- 
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3- Anſwer, I know not whether this 
flamme hath more of folly, or falſchood 
therein, Such needleſle ſeares and Fealou- 
ſes the Devil ſtarts in mens apprehenſions, 
The Jewes were afraid in caſe they did 
permit our Saview publickly to preach a- 
mongſt them, Fohn. x1.48. Thar the 
Romanes would come and take away from 
them both the place and nation. Whereas in- 
deed it had been the onely way to prevent 
their invaſion, ſeeing the putting of Chris? 
to Death did not only accelerate, but cauſe 
the ruine of their Nat7o», Thus men ſuſpet 
that the giving of their hearts to God will 
marre their mirth, and deſtroy their de- 
light for the rime to come, whercas on the 
contrary, it is the onely way, for the con- 
tinuance,increaſe,and improvement there- 
= | 
4. True it1s, it will retrench that Mock- 
mirth which ends in mourning , that jo 


not to be yejojced in, it will defaulk thoſe 


exorbitances and extravagances of Carnall 
pleaſure, wherein wicked men lay ont their 
ſonles. But the tree of true joy = thrive 
the better for the cutting off of theſe ſuc- 

| kers 


— 


y 
Ny 


"wot rs WY ,"% 


e— PFY _— Win, 


4 


£0" Si wk l 


A gift for God alone. 13. 
kers. 'Yea,which is more, a ſoul is utterly 
unacquainted with virgin, delibated, and 
clarified joy, untill ſuch time as the beart be 
given to God, from which moment all true 


| joy beareth rhe Date thereof, 


5. Ir is worth our obſervation to mark 


J the diffcrence betwixt the #/d Tranſlation 


( made according to the vulgar Latine) 
and the wew, conformed to the Original 
in the rendring of the eighth Yerſe of the. 
fonrth Pſalm, 


Old Tranſlation. ] New Tranſlation. 


Thou haſte put | Thou haſte put glad- 
gladueſſe im my | neſſe in my heart, more 
heart : fince the | than in the time that 
time their corne, | their corne, and their 
and wine, and ole | wine increaſed. 
creaſed, | 


Here we may ſee that ole (to bring in 
thres ſtaple Commodities of the Land of 
Canaan ) is inſerted in the Yulgar without 
any warrant from the Originzall ; we can- 
not but diſlike ſuch an add:#/0», more ,—_ 

what 
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what is warranted in the Original, other- 
wiſc the DofFrine had been true in it (elf, 
though putting in hoxey, balm, all other 
commodities which that Land did afford. 
All oftheſe could not equall that gladneſs | 
of heart, which the Spirit of God puts into 

a Chriſtians ſonle, after his heart « freely | 
even to Gods ſervice, 

6. The ſecond flamme : if we give our 
hearts to God , we ſhall want one to dil- 
charge our ſeveral Relations to our wives, | 
children, friends, neighbours, and acquain- | 
tance, God will ſo ingroſſe and monops- | 
1:Fe our hearts to himſelf alone , we ſhall | 
want the uſe of them, to all other purpo- | 
ſes, and intents , where we ſtand cnga- 

ed. | 
. 7. Anſwer. This flamme hath as much 
folly and more malice than the former. 
Give thy heart to God, and he will return ir 
unto thee during thy life, (and what nee- 
deth any longer term * ) therevyyith to diſ- 
charge thy Relations bercer than ever be- 
fore. A heart given to God will ule thy 
paces unto thy wives bed, ro keep thy at- | 
fecions loyall unto her without any wan- 

| dring. 
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dring. In a word, it is ſo given ts God, 
that it is ſtill Keps to thy ſelfe, ro perform 
all thoſe offices, which are according to 
Gods command. 

8. Third famme, But my heart is ſo bad, 
it is not worthy Gods acceptance , who 
juſtly will caſt it away, both the gift & g#- 
ver thereof. All the bad Epithers given to 
a heart in the Scripture, center and write 
themſelves in the mind, yea concur in the 
conſtitution thereof. Aw obſtinate heart, 
Deur. 2.30. A frowerd heart, Pſal. 101.4 
A proud heart, P(2.101.5. A perverſe beart, 
P:ov.12.8. A hanghty heart, Prov.18.12. 
A ſtout heart, Eſa.5.9. A ſtony heart,Ezek. 
I1.19. A herdned heart Mar.8. 17. A heart 
ſlow to believe, Luke 24. 25. An uncir- 
cumciſed heart, At. 7.51, An impenitert 
heart, Rom. :.5. And what elfc ſoever is 
found in Scripture ſounding 10 the dil- 
grace thereof. If therefore 1 ſhould give 
to bad a heart to Grd, he would refuſe it, 
and re/urne it to me in his juſt diſplea- 
lure. 

9. I anſwer, if this lamme cometh from 
a Hypocrite and Diſſembler , it is utterly 

unworthy 
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unworthy that any anſwer ſhould be affor- 
ded thereunto. Bur if it come from a pe- 
nitent ſoule , ſadly ſenfible of its own bad- 
neſſe,{as in charity we are bound to believe 

the beſt) it deſerveth a berter name then a 
flamme , yea, is a hopefull and happy 
ſqmprome (though of weake) of true grace 
in the party propounding it. Happy that 
man, bleſſed that woman, who from a 
feeling of their own unworthineſle, make 
this ſfiacere complaint. 

* 10, Be it known then to their comfort, 
that if they had a better hearr, then- this, 
whereof they complain, and did begrudge 
and repine to beſtowir on God, yea, did 
keep and reſerve the ſame for the ſervice of 
Saten, and their own wicked luſts, then 
rhis were in them notorious and unpardo- 
nable Hypocrifie, But if this [as bad as it is) 
be the beſt heart they have, they may, 
yea. mult give is to God, and from him ſhall 
receive the ſamein a New edition bertered 
and amended. Thy obſt:nate beart (hall be 
made obediemt ; thy froward heart, forward 
in Gods ſervice; thy proud heart, bumble 
perverſe heart, plyable ; haughty heart, [ub- 

| miſſes 
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miſſe; ſtout heart, complying heart , ſtony 
heart , fleſhy; hardned heart , ſoft , heart 
ſlow, quick to believe, uncircumciſed heart, 
circumciſed, impenitent hears, repemting, 
&c. The onely way to get thy heart re- 
formed, is, to give it to God, who will 
create a new heart in thee, according to 
Davids defire, 

It. Let us inſtance in three-motives ro 
quicken our pertormance in this duty. I he 
fi. ſt may be drawne from the dignity of 
the party deſiring it ; Goa, who m1 ht come 
mand, (cemes in fome fort in the Text t9 
requeſt. Theie laſt ten yeares have made a 
ſad change in miny n:cns conditions, 
Such who formerly relicved ©thers,, have 
ſince received rehefe trom others. Need 
hath taught many an ingenuous tongue, a 
langnage, wierewith formetly it was un- 
acquainted. It may move a milcrs heart 
to pity to heare them beg, { not thorough 
default of their own; who had a hand and 
heart to diſtribu'e ro others. Bur oughr 
we not to be affected with the motion 
made in the Text, wherein the gieat God 
of Heaven ſcemeth in ſome ſort to ware 
E 2 . 


1$ A gift for God alone. 

his Might and Maje#y, and in Triall of our 
Towardneſie and tenderneſſe, becomes in 
the nature of a Petitioner unto us, my Sor 
give me thy heart , or at leaſt wiſe, doth 
onely defire, what he may demand as his 
due, yea command as his right belonging 
unto him. 

12. Second motive may be drawn from 
the deſerts of the Party , he & worthy (ſay 
the Phariſees of the Centurion to Chriit) 
For whom thou ſhouldſt de this thing, for he 
loveth our Nation, and bath built us a Sy- 
74agoznue,Luke 7.5. Many and great are the 
indearments and oblizations, which God 
hath put upon us, he loadeth ms daily with 
benefits, Plal.68.19. (though we make bur 
lighr of that load ) as appeareth by our 
conſtant ingratitude. 

13. Thelaſt motive may be taken from 
the danger of denyal : for be thou weil 
aſſured,if thou refuſe to giveGod thy bears, 
ie wil not remaine thine long, to thy com- 
tort, If any ſpeciall friend, io honeſt, thar 
he would not deceive thee with falſe 
frights, and fo wiſe that he could not 
therewith be deceived by others, ſhould 
5 ſeriouſly 
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ſcrioufly informe thee , that this Nighe, 
thou ſhould be plundered of a Fewel of 
great value, which thou haſt in thy houſe, 
& ſhould requeſt it of thee, to ſecure it for 
thee ( in the be# acceptation of the word) 
promifing ſafe keeping , and ſeaſonable 
reſtoring thereof; Surely thou ſhouldſt 
diſcover little diſcretion to run the hazard 
of a Robbery, and refuſe ſo faire and civill 
a motion tor thy own advantage. Know 
in like manner, the world, fleſh,and Devil, 
one or all of them, will purloine thy heart 
from thee, and imbezle it to thy deſtruci- 
on. In prevention whereof,do thou make 6 
Friend therewith, and ſpeedily beſtow it, 
where it may be preſerved for thee. Adam 
himſelf, though armed with Original In- 
zegrity, how ill he kept his own heart, we 
his Poſterity may ſadly bemoan : deſpaire 
thou therefore to be the Treaſurer of thy 
own heart, thou canſt not lock it ſo faſt, 
but ſin or Satan by force or fraud, will 
command and coFen thee out of the pol- 
ſeſſion of it, it it be not- ſolemnly give 10 
God himfelf. 
14: And now, as once the Ewnnch ſaid 
= 'y eo 
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to Philip, Acts 8. 36. See here w water, 
what doth hinder me to be baptiFed? ſobc- 
hold hereall the requ.ſi:es ro a deed of gift, 
what is it that debarreth us, bur that 1n- 
ſtantly this .ran{aRion of our hearts may 
be compleared £ Here we the Granters 
are preſent, and I charitably preſume have 
our hearts in a ſþ174tvall ſenſe , here within 
us ; here is God the Grantee, who hath p.o- 
miſed, where two or three are met toge- 
ther in his name, to be in the midſt of 
them ; here are witzeſſes enow, ſeeing 
he who as party to one deed ( wherein 
h:mſelf is concerned ) way be a witneſſe— 
to the grant of another, and legally acteſt 
the rh thereot. Nor is there any need of 
counſell of publick Notaries to draw up and 
ingrofle an in{trument herein, ſeeing no- 
thing is required to the g:ving of the heart 
ſave the g:wing of the heart, the more ſims- 

ply, the more ſ#rely it is pefrormed. 
15. Othe commendable ſimplicity of 
former Ages,and their plain dralingsin ber- 
£ams and ſeals : what their hearts thought 
then rovgues ſaid y what their 10-gues ſaid 
the.r zecth (cal'd, whoſe ſeals of brickle- 
dough 
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dough held better to all purpoſes and in- 
tents chan ours of the moſt tens: i0me wax: 
how wany HManenrs in thoſe dayes were 
conveyed in few words, From me and mine, 
t0thee and thine ; where,as now, a (pan of 
ground can ſcarce be conveyed under a 
ſpan of parchment, ſuch is the litigiouſneſſe 
of owr Age, 

16, But know, in giving our hearts, we 
are to deal with him who is the ſearcher of 
the hearts, and who hateth all ceremoni- 
ous complements, preferring down.r:ght 
ſincerity. Indeed, if the head was to be 
given, ſome might conceive it fir and ne- 
ceſſary that the rowgue and brains thereof 
ſhould be imployed in making a large and 
cloquent Oration at ſuch traniacions; but 
the heart being now to be given, it may be 
done with filence and ſincerity, with a ſe- 
rious promiſe, from this very moment to 
conſecrate the ſame torally and finally to 
Gods ſervice. 

17. I have read. of Tames the fourth, King 
of Scotland, that on his death-bed he be- 
queathed his heart tothe Lord Dowglas, to 


carry the ſame to Jerwſalew, and ro ſee it 
E 4 buried 
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buried by the grave of our Saviour, which 
the Lord performed accordingly. and in 
avowance thereof , the Honourable Fami- 
lies of the Douglaſſes at this day, give a 
beart proper inthe Baſe-point of the Shield, 

18. Somewill praiſe the officiouſweſs of 
a Servant in doing his Maſters command, 
but none can excule the ſuperſiz1ion of the 
Maſter, ſave onely by charging it on the 
erroneous devotion of thoſe dark daies he 
lived in: bur ler not us delay ir till our 
death, but in our life-time in the height of 
our health, wealth, and proſperity , let us 
not ſend by ethers, but give our ſelves, not 
our carnal, corporeal heart, but our ſpiritual 
heart, () mean, all the powers and faculties 
of our ſouls ) not to be interred inthe wate- 
rial grave of owr Savienr, but to be buried 
with him in true moreification , which will 
be truly to praz7iſe the precept given in my 
Text, &@My ſon, give methy heart, Amen, 
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He that confeſſeth and forſaketh hi ſin, 
ſhall finde mercy. ſ 
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The true Penitent. 


Lux 22.61, 
And wept buterly. 


>; * Wo men doe not more differ 
E&| | 2 one from another, than the 
P) (RO ſelfe- ſame man at ſeverall 
W-SIS times, differs from himſelfe. 
Behold a Chriſtian at the High-wa- 
ter-mark,when'tis Spring-tide of Grace 
with him, and how full is he fraught with 
pious Meditations ? Good Thoughts, 
godly Words, gracious Works, ſo that 
one would think he would inſtantly ftere 
from Holineſſe ro Happineſſe. ( The 
Top of Grace confines with the Bottom 
of Glory) and wonders to ſee fo much 
Triumphant SanRity in a Militant Chri- 
ſtian. But now look on the ſame Man, 
ac 
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at Ebbing Water, when left ro himſelfe in' 
the Agony of a Temptation, and how 
much ſhall we find him diſguiſed from 
himſelf 2 All his former good motions 
dead and buried, and in their room ariteth 
another Generation, which never knew 
Foſeph, Diſmall Thoughts, deſperate 
Words, damnable Deeds, one would 
feare he would ſuddenly fall into the Bot- 
romleſs pir, but one Haires breadth be- 
twixt him and Hell. Wofull the ſoul who 
comes ſo neere, yer bleſſed the ſoule who 
never comes neerer. We need not go far- 
ther for a pregnant proof thereof, than to 
the Example of S. Petey, in this Chapter. 
How promilſc-valiant was He, never to 
forſake his Mzſter? And yer in the time of 
triall, how baſcly did he behave himſelfe 2 
Thus every one can conquer a Temprati- 
on, but He who is affaulted withit, and 
when it is brought home ro our hearr, 
There is the Man, yca, there is more than 
the Man, yea, there muſt bea God to aſ- 
fiſt the Man, to ſubdue and overcome it. 
2. But as the ſickneſſe of ZaFarw, (othe 
finne of Saint Peter was not unto' death, 
| but 
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but for the Glory of God. Rejoyce wor 
over me, O mine enemy ; for though I fall , 
yet ſhall riſe againe. Soone after the 
Lord look'c, the Cock Crew, and the day 
dawn'd in the heart of Saint Petey, out he 
baſts of the High Pricſts Hall; Privacy 
complyes beſt with Repentance. No ſuch 
company for a Penirent, as onely himſelf 
and his God, and now all alone he gives 
himſelf over ro Lamentation. He ſmore 
the ſtony Rock alſo, and waters guſhed 
forth ; ſo that rivers Ran in deſolate pla- 
ces, Cephas a ſtone, Peter, a rock, {mitten 
with the ſence of his ſinnes, flowes with 
plentifull rivers of Sorrow. O Happy day 
of his Repentance! day, which had a fair 
afternoon, but a very rainy morning, And 
he went ont and wept bitterly. 

3- Andwept bitterly, The Text contains 
the Cure for the falling fickneſle of the 
Soule, and is ſo ſhort rhat it needes no di- 
viſion, onely (to avoid confuſion) I will 
handle it, firſt, in reference to Saint Petey, 
then in application tro our ſelves; meane 
time let none be offended at me, thar clean 
thorough my diſcourſe, I call him S. Peter, 

though 
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though then in the midſt of his miſery 
whom ſome will not ſtyle ſo, though now 
in the heigrth ot his happineſſe. Sure their 
taking of the Saintſhip trom thoſe in hea- 
ven, hath added no more holineſle to 
themſelves on earth. Bur, ſuch Honour 
have all his Saints, rhac they are to be 
mentioned with honour. And ſee the Pat- 
rent of Peters Saint-ſhip pcnned with his 
teares in my text, written out ſo much the 
more fairely, by how much it was the 
more blurred: And wept buierly, 

4. In reference to S Perer,thice pertinent 
Queſtions muſt be pi opounded, 8& anſ(we- 
red. The firſt, ,Why did S. Peter take on (0 
heavily, ſeeing ſo much may be ſaid tor leſ- 
ſening his fault £ and though not wholly 
to excule) in great degree to exrenuate his 
offence, For firſt, it was but a fin of Infir- 
mity, done beſides, yea, againſt his pur- 
poſe and intention. He did not with a 
high hand tempt a remptation : bur alas ! 
his Heart was too great for his Hearr, his 
Willto promiſe too great fot his power 
ro perform. Secondly, a forcible Mornve 
moved him thereunto, namely, fcare to 


loſe 
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Joſe his life. It was not S. Peter, but S. | 
Peters Paſhon which denicd his Maſter, or 
Jrather,he did but reſerve himlielf ro confeſs 


him ar a fitter opportunity. Thirdly, As 
the Spouſe in the Canticles ſaith, I ſleep, 


I bt my beart waketh , So Saint Peter might 
ſay, My mouth renounceth my Maſter, but 
f my minde doth retein him, The Denial) is 


but from the teeth outwards, ore, 10x cor- 
de. Laſtly,the lameneſs of his Lie may be 
hidden or helped, by lending n the Cha- 


| ritable Staffe of an equivocation , Yerily 


I know not the Man, that is, I know him 
not with intent to tell you of him, orl 
know no ſuch meer may as you mean, for 
my Maſter is both God aud Man. 

5. The Aniwer to this Objeion is ca- 


| fie: For, S. Peter did not looke on ſuch 
{ Paſſages, as might leſſen his Faulc, bur 


onely obſerved ſuch Circumſtances, as 
tended to the Heightening, Extending, and 
Aggravating thereof. As for Equivocatis, 
that ſluggiſh Piece of Popery, could not 
be ſoearly a riſcr,as to be up in the Church 
in the rwy-light, and firſt dawning of the 
Goſpel. For firſt, S. Peter did —_— 

aac 
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that he was forewarned , and therefore 
ſhouldhhave been forearmed. He could not 
plead that he was ſurprized on a ſudden, 
Chriſt having given him before a Caveat 
thereof. Secondly, He did it againſt his 
free Promiſe, and flat Proteſtarion; as if 
Childs play, roo mezn for men, were good 
enough for God, faſt and Jooſe, bind and 
break, ſolemnly ſay one thing, and pre- 
ſently do another. Thirdly , He did it 
Thrice : Once may be imputed to Inco- 
eitancy, Twice aſcribed to Infirmity, but 
Thrice is uncapable of any charicable 
Comment. Sothat Favour it ſelf muſt be 
forced to condemn it for a wilful Offence. 
Laſtly, Ic was nota bare Deniall, but a 
Denial imboſſed with Oaths, and embro!- 
dered wich Curſes, ſuch is the Conca- 
renation betwixt one Sin and another. T he | 
Naturaliſts report of the Providence of 
the Piſmire, that when ſhe ſtoreth up 
Grain for the Winter, the bireth off both 
the ends of the Corn, thereby to prevent 
the growing thereof. Bur it we ſhould be 
ſo unhappy as to commit one Sin, O let | 
us with ſpeedy repentance ſfpoile the pro- 

| Creative 
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creative power thereof, before that One 
Sin hath begot another: tor how quickly 
did S. Petey ade Swearing to Lying, and 
Curſing to both? 

6. Thus the Eares and Eyes of S, Peter 
were onely open to heare and ſee ſuch 
matters as moſt made againſt him : Jearn 
wefrom him, to meaſure the dimenſion 
of a fin,and not to liſten ro what Fleſh and 
Blood may prompt us, for the leſſening of 
our Offences, Matterech' it not then, 
though we cannot meaſure the Compaſls 
of the Earth, taxett e Height of the Hea- 
vens, if we can, by the Zacebs Staff of Gods 
Word, take the true Altitude of our hey- 
nous tranſgreflions : If there be any Cir- 
cumſtances which tend to the extenuating 
of our Faults, though we ſhould chance 
to loſe them, Gods goodrefle will finde 
them; and if we ſhould forget them, he 
would remember them. Let us look ſe- 
riouſly on ſuch things as render our faults 
the fouleſt; following the Example of S. 
Peter in my Text, Looking upwards, he 


| ſeeth God threatning , downwards, the 


Devill inſultins within him, -his Conſci- 
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ence raging without him, Good men 
mourning, Bad men mocking, that the 
firſt of the Apoſtles, S. Pete;; inthe Pub- 
lick'ſt of Places, the High- Prieſts Hall, 
before the Prophaneſt of Perſons, the 
High- Prieſts Servants, at the Weakeſt of 
Motives, the Summons of a Maid, did the 
worſt of Actions, Deny his Maſter, Once, 
and not touch'd thereat, Twice, and not 
troubled thereat, Thrice, but there he 
ſtopr, but there he ſay'd, but there he 
ſtinted : And he went out and wept bit- 
rerly. 

7. The ſecond Queſtion here to be de- 
manded, is this, Wheyein conſiſted the wali- 
dity and efficacy of the weeping of $S, Peter, 
that thereby he obtained hus Pardon ? 

8. To this we anſwer, Firſt Negatively. 
The vertue of his Weeping did not con- 
fiſt in his Weeping, for by the bare Deed 
done, did redound neither Good to him, | 
nor Glory to God. If God be thirſty, he | 
will not tell us, nor drink of the buckets 
of our teares. For all the Rivers of the 
Field are his, and ſo are the Fountaines 
on a thowſand Hills. I could both bgh 

an 
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and ſmile, at the ſimplicity of ſome Pagan 


| People in .Americe, who having told a 


Lie, uſed to let their tongues blood in cx- 
piation thereof, A good Cure for the 
Squinancy, bur no Satisfaction for Lying. 
Andit not Red teares, then much leſle 
White teares, are in themſelves, any wayes 
expiatory of the leaſt ſin. Now, Poſitive- 
ly, Herein was the vertue of St. Peters 
Weeping, which procured his Pardon, 
that his Weeping was waſhed in the blood 


_ of his Saviour : In vaine had Peter wept, 


had not Chriſt firſt bled for Petey. Could 
the eyes of a Penitent vie moiſture with 
the Month of April 2 All were tono pur- 
poſe, without relating by Faith to Chriſt , 
ſuch Prodigall weeping would ſooner 
drown the Sinner, than waſh a Sin. It was 


' notthe Water, but it was that Sope, Malac. 


3-2» which did rinſethe ſoul of S. Peter. 

9. By the way we muſt obſerve, thar 
all people are not bound to weepe 
for their ſinnes, becauſe ſome can- 


not, by reaſon of naturall impediment. 


There is genus ficcocnlum, people, whole 


eyes by nature are like the Pir, into which 


F2 Foſeph 
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Foſeph was put, wherein there was no wa- 
ter. Others there be, whoſe grief is roo. - 


great to be managed by weeping. And 
as the teares are even ready to falley' out 
of their eyes, they are countermanded 
back again with amazement and ſtupefa- 
Eion: therefore thoſe Mothers, who 
want M'lk, are not bound to ſuckle their 
own Children, but either to bring them 
up by . hand, or to provide a Nurſe for 
them; ſo God expeRts not that thoſe 
ſhould weep, whoſe eyes are drie Nurſes, 
bur that ſome other wayes they expreſſe 
their ſorrow for their fins. And common- 
ly ſuch people, though they are water- 
bound, yet will not be wind-bound too, 
bur what they ſparcin teares, they (pend 
in ſighs. Such perſons are not to be re- 
proached, but pitied, as lacking an outlet 
for the exportation of their ſorrow; 8&it is 
ro be feared, that Grief will wrong the 
Vcſlell che more, for lacking a vent; a fa- 
vour, which Nature afforded to St. Peter 
| 1amy Text: For He conld go ent and weep 
vitterly. | 
10. The third and laſt Queſtion tobe 
= PIO- 


mw Aa _ wo ea” oc . . . cc. 


- i. i AA _ MM... od itn ho 


The true Penitent. II 


propounded, is this: Suppoſe S. Peter had 
died ſudden]y, immediately after his de- 
nying of his Maſter, and juſt before his 
Repentance; What then had become of the 
ſoule of $. Peter ? | 

11, lanſwer: Firſt, As « the Mother, 
ſo is the Daughter : an Impoſſible Suppoſi- . 
tion hath begor and brought forth an Im- 
poſſible Concluſion, Suppoſe that the 
Sun had been quite put our in the laſt E- 
clips, whence then ſhould the torch of the 
Moon, and the taper of tte Starres be 
lighted? Suppoſe thac Abraham had 
really ſacrificed Iſasc, when he' did bur 
offer him, who then had becn the Father - 
of Iacob ? Tocome cloſer to the queſti- 
on. It was impoſſible for Peter to die be-, 
fore his Repentance; not but that he was 
mortall in himſelt (any Arrow in Deaths 
Quiver might have wounded him to the 
hearr,a Feaver burn him,a Dropfte drown 


| him , any deadly Diſeaſe ſurprize him 


but becauſe his I:fe, as well naturall,as ſpi- 
—— with Chriſt inGod.,Col. 3.3, 
whoſe wildom.as it had p:rmitted hisPFall, 
{9 his goodacls had decreed his Recover 
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ry. The Bones in the bleſſed body of... 
our Saviour, were fravgibiha, but not 
frangends; they were breakeble in their 
own nature, but could never aRually be 
broken, as being ſecured from all poſſibi- 
lity of fracture, by that Prephecy premi- 
ſed, A bone of him ſhall #0t be broken, In 
like manner, ſeeing God had determined 
the ſalvation of St. Peter; Heaven and 
Earth might ſooner paſſe away, than he 
fall finally, in ſpight of Sickneſſe, and 
Death, and Sin, and Satan, and Hell it 
ſelf, he muſt riſe, he muſt ſurvive, he muſt 
recover. But, not forced with the ſtrength 
of the Suppoſition, but out of good will, 
to gratifie ingenious Adverſaries, . be it 
granted, that S. Peter had died ſuddenly, 
afrer his finne, and before his explicite, 
aQual repentance for this particular fault 
yet I ſay, his foule had gone to Heaven. 
For, conſider firſt, Though the Boughs 
of his finnes pred wide, and Branches 
ſprouted high, yet the Root thereof was 
but humane Infirmity, conſiſtent with ſa- | 
ving Grace. And though he denied his 
Maſter Thrice, yet it was but Once - cf- 
ca, 
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effe, All in one continued Hot blood, 
his ſoule being never cooled, or re-infor- 
ced with new thoughts. Secondly, He 
had in him true repentance, quoad princi- 
pium gratie,an habitualRepentance, which 
through Gods Mercy,and Chriſts Merits, 
was ſufficient for his ſalvation. If any 
diſſent from me herein , becauſe I make 
Habitual Repentance, like Fans, to look 
as well forward as backward, effcuall 
for the remiſhon of future, as well as paſt- 
ſinnes; let ſuch conſider with themſelves, 
Firſt, they cannot, but muſt die. Second- 
ly, they cannor, but muſt fin, and itis 
poſſible they may ſuddenly ; guilty of 
ſinsof infirmity, acually unrepented of. 
In ſuch a caſe their judgement will not al- 
low Purgatory : Their will cannot indure 
Hell, Heaven is the place which they hope 
and defire to goto, wherefore what fa- 
vour they exped for themſelves, let them 


 Charitably allow to S. Peter. But what go 


we about to do ? the Text takes away the 
ſubjc& of the Queſtion,. whereof we di- 
ſpute, Petey did revive, and recover, witnels 
his fghing, his ſobbing, his weeping, his was- 
ling in my Text, F4 12s 
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12. The uſe of this might ſerve to con- 
fue the cenſoriouſnes of many in this Age, 
who ſeeing their Brother guilty of a grie- 
vous finne, preſently condemn him for A 
Reprobate and Caſtaway. Thus the Poore 
mans Soule, caſt by his owne ſinnes to 
Hells Brinke,'is throwne down by other 
mens Ccn(ures to Hells Bottom. Ir is re- 
ported, of Toh Duns Scotws, the great 
School man, that being in a ſtrong fit of 
an Apoplexy ,* the ſtanders by conceived 
him to be dead indeed. Whereupon, out 
of the cruell kindnefſe, and over-officious 
forwardneſle of his Friends and Kindred, 
. he was buried as yer being alive, and af- 
terwards knockt out his brains againſt the 
fides of the Coffin. Thus the precipitate 
haſtineſs of ſome cenſorious people, be- 
holding cheir brother ina deſperate finne, 
or deep: temptation, bring no Cordials, 
bur call for a Coffin, yore him ſpiritually 
dead, and inſtead of rubbing him, fall a 
winding him. They conclude, there is no 
hope, Go is no help, he's paſt ſenſe, he's 
paſt ſaving, he's gone, he's given over to a 
xeprobate minde,- no way with him but 

one, 
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one, and that is eternall damnation. Thus 
they bury mens (oules alive,and ; as much 
as lies in their power) tumble them into 
the bottomleſle pit;though the beſt is, ſuch 
uncharitable carriage more hurteth the 
Doers than the Sufferers. Whereas men 


. ſhould know, that every wound in the 


ſoule, which is Mortale, is not wortiferums; 
And that it cometh to paſs in theChriſtian 
Combate, what often happeneth in Bodj- 


| Iy Batrels. Fames Trumpet kills more 
| than the Sword, and many, reported by 


People to be {lain over-night, are found 
alive in the morning, though (perchance) 
ſorely wounded , or taken Captives, 
Sorely wounded | but ſoas they may be c«- 
red. Taken captives ! but ſoas they may be 
freed by Gods pardon on their repentance, 
like S. Peter in my Text, who went ont, &c, 
13. So much of the Text, in reference 
to S. Peter : Come we now to the appli- 
cation unto our ſelves. The Pope preten- 
deth to be the onely Succeſſor of S. Peter, 
but in this reſpec we all are his Succeſſorsz 
we all have followed him, we all have fate 
in his Chair, weall have denied our wag 
cr, 
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ſer, though not Formally, #9ridem werbes, | 
yet Equivalently, and it is to be feared, 
ſome of us Tranſcendently. There be di- 
yers degrees, and different manners of de- 
nying of Chriſt; ſome deny him Totally, 
as Apoſtates; ſome Partially, as Pro- 
people; ſome in his Eſſence, as A- 
_ theiſts, ſome in his Deity, as Arians , 
ſome in his Humanity,as Neftorians;ſome 
in his Mcrits,as ſome Proud Papiſts; ſome | 
in his ſpirituall Dominion overthem, as 
all Licentious People. 1f 7 be 4 maſter, 
where is my fear ? faith the Lord of Hoſts : 
Mal. 1.6. fothat they who call God Ma- 
ſer with their mouths, and donot honour 
him in their hearts by their lives, docin 
effet Deny him, and Un-maſter him, as 
much as lieth in their power. | 
14. Saint Pa#l complaineth, (Titus 1. 
laſt ver.) of fome who profeſs that they | 
know God, but in works they deny him. 
And S. Petey comes cloſer (ſecond Epiſt. 
2. VET. I.) even denying the Lord | 
that hr them, And the ſame reproof | 
is ecchoed by S. Fude, ver. 4. turning | 
the grace of God into laſciviouſneſſe, and 
| denying 
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denying the onely Lord God, and onr 
Lord Feſms Chriſt, The beſt of usall, in 
ſome m&aſure, have been guilty hereof, 
and haveabuſed our Chriſtian Freedome, 
the more freely to abuſe Chriſt who gave 
itus. Wherefore, as we have been like 
_S. Peter in Sinning, let us be like S. Peter 
in Sorrowing, let us go out, not with ont- 
ward Moving, but inward Meading; not 
ſhifting our Place, but changing our Pra- 
Riſc, go out of our Sinnes, goe out of our 
Selves, go out to our Saviour, goout and 
. weep bitterly. | 
15, Yea, but may ſome man ſay, I never 
could, nor ſhall weep bitterl p ny ſens. 
I am affcRed for outward afiiQions, like 
Rabel weeping for her children, and would 
wot be comforted, If I have a Ship ſunk in 
the Sea; I can almoſt again drown it in 
my weeping. Bur alas ! when I am to 
forrow for my Sinnes, no Teares, as Vo. 
luntaries, proter themſelves to my ſervice. 
AndT have much adoe to Preſs any to 
bewaile my Wickedneſs, yea , I have 
grieved more for one- Temporall Croſs, 


than for all the Sinnes I ever Committed : 
| which 
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which makes me to feare, that for want 
of bitter weeping here, I ſhall go tothe 

place of weeping and wailing hereafter. 
16. If any penitent Soule doth ſtagger 
with this Objection, let him ſtay himſelfe 
with theſe following Meditations. Firſt 
know, that Sorrow for Sufferings muſt of 
neceffity be more Violent and P3ſſionate, 
than our Sorrow for our Sins. Firſt, be- 
cauſc it is not'only a Pure, Virgin, & Deli- 
bated Sorrow, but hath much of the mix- 
ture of Impatience, D.ſcontentment, and 
Rebellion againſt Divine Providence. 
And theſe make the Sorrow more Vo- 
call , *Clamorous, and Obſtreperous. 
Secondly, becauſe we Sorrow for our 
Sufferings, with the whole max; and for 
our Sins, but with half the man, onely our 
Regenerate Part, our Sanctified Moity. 
For our Fleſh,all che while, laughs at Sin, 
and delights in it. Thirdly, becauſeSorrow 
for ourSufferings makes an immediat im- 
preſſion napon our bodies, whereas ſorrow 
tor ourSins works direly on theSoul.and 
on the Body,but by the by,and at the ſecond 
hand, Now, although all Sorrow doth * 
| flow 
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flow from the Soul, as the Fountain; yer 
becauſe it runneth through the Body, as 
the Channel, and from thence is furniſhed 
with outward Expreſſions (as Teares, 
Sighs,Cries, rending the Haire, wringing 
the Hands,and the like) hence cometh ir 
to paſſe, that Sorrow for Sufferings is beſt 
ſtored with pleniy and variety of outward 
lamentations. 

17. For a ſecond Comfor: take this. 
Though Sorrow for Suffcrinys be more 
Paſſionate, Sorrow for Sinnes is more 
Permanent. David (aiih,Pfal. 5 r. 3. Aid 


my ſinwe « ever before me. As the Sin, fo 


the Sorrow of a Saint is ever before him, 
morning, evening, carly,lare, day, night; 
he may go away with it, but caanot run 
away without it. Again, Sorrow for Sin 
doth grieve more, though it doth com- 
plain lefſe, which will appeare by compa- 
ring of Two fick Perſons, one having the 
Tooth-ach, the other the Conſumption : 
He thar hath the Tooth-ach, crics out 
moſt, evento the diſturbing of the ſtan- 
ders by; and no. wonder , if wheze the 
mouth be Planziff, it compleznerh aloud of 


itz 
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Irs own grievanices : and yet all know the 
Tooth-ach not to be mortall , it hath 
raiſed many from their Beds, ſent few tg 
the Grave, hindred the ſleep of many, 
haſtned the dearh of few : Whereas he 
who hath the Confumption , doth nar 
roare, nor rage, nor cry out, and thelttle 
breath lefr in his bad lungs, he layerth out, 
rather than in living,than in fighing. And 
yet ſure his grief is the greater,as knowing 
that he carrieth, though the eaſieſt , yer 
the ſureſt death abour him. And ſuch is 
_ a Saints Sorrow for his Sins, low and fi- 
lent;the leſſe grieving he keeps, the more 
Srieving he keepes ; che leſſe he expreſſeth 
the mote he reraineth. Iris a continual 
dropping,and you know it is the ſober ram 

which maketh the eer7h drust. | 
18, Third and laſt Comfort, Know, 
that Our Sorrow for our Sins,though little 
in it ſelfe,is great in Gods acceptance and 
Appreciation. Well doth any wiſe carthly 
Prince know how to value the liberality 
of his loyall Subje&s,who (hall afiſt him 
in his great want with a ſmall ſumme of 
money, eſpecially if he knowerh = 
| ney 
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they are deeply impoveriſhed & ſtruggle 
with their neceflity ,, which makes Fis 
gracious goodnefle to interpret a ſmall 
gift a great one, comming from a large 
Heart, confined to a narrow Eſtate. But 
farre betrer doth the King of Heaven 
know how barren weare in Grace, how 
beggarly in- Goodnefle , fo that forrow 
for our Sinnes comes from us with 
great difficulty and diſadvantage, we 
are faine to ſtrive. and ſtruggle againſt 
our corruptions, before one teare be ex- 
traced, 

Spigellivs in his Booke of Anatomy, 
telleth us, That many Engliſh Mothers 
and Nurſes have a fooliſh cuſtome tro 
ſwaddle the breaſts of their new-borne 
Babes over-hard, and ſo ſtraiten their 
 ſtomacks , that their lungs cannot dilate 
themſelves in breathing * and this(by the 
way) doth he ſay is the cauſe why more 
dic of the Conſumprion in England, than 
in any other Country. Sure I am, that 
by che wilfull folly of our firſt Parents, 
Adam and Eve,before we had our Birth, 
when firſt we had our Being, we hy ſo 

| oule- 
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foule. bound with fin, and hard tied with 
the bands of Originall Corruption, tha ir 
hindreth the (pirituall breathing of all our . 
affections. Yer God is pleaſed to take 
our Widows Mite of Sorrow in good 
worth, knowing it proceds from pover- 
ty ; yea, which is more, Heaven can ſmile 
toſee a finner grieve, thar. he cannor 
orieve for his fins; and God is pleaſed to 
{ce him ſqueeze the bottles of his eyes, 
though he can wring no moiſture out of 
them. Twiſt theſe ſeverall Cords toge- 
ther into one Cable of comfort, which 
tied to the Anchor of hope, will keep the 
peafive ſoule from finking in deſpaire, 
though he cannot weep (0 bitterly for his 
finnes , as he doth for outward afflici- 
OnS. 

19. However, ſecing it isthe bounden 
duty of all ro endeavour to ſorrow for 
their ſinnes;rhis ſerves to coniute the jol- 
lity of this Ape» Wherein , inſtead of 
weeping bitterly, WE have laughing hear- 
tily, and quaffing conſtantly, and faring 
daintily, and talking wantonly, and lying 
horribly ,- and (wearing hideouſly , anc 
living 
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living lazily, and dying deſperately, 1s # 
theſe prong the Fe. | Sn Y cov thu , 
ſhort, 2 Kings 10.23. And God now bey 
gins to cut England ſhort, ſhort in me 
ſhort in meat, ſhort in money, thort 
wealth, ſo that it isto be feared, tifat 
Great Britain will be Little Britain, nd 
remain great onely in her Sins and Suffe- 
rings. And is this atime for men to leng- 
then theraſclves, when God doth ſhorten 
them ! Is this atime for people to affeR 
fond faſhions, when itis to be feared we 
ſhall be all brought into the ſame faſhion 
of Ruine and Deſolation « A ſtrange 
People!who can dance at fo dolefull mu-, 
fique, as the Paſſing-bell of 4 Charch and 
Common-wealth ? Take heed , Atheiſme 
knocks at the doore of the hearts of all 
men, and where Luxury is the Porter it 
will beet in. Let not the multiplicity of ſo 
many Religions as are now on foot, make 
you careleffe ro have any, but carefull co ' 
have the beſt, 8 

20. O' Beloved, take the Fruit, though 
you ſhould throw away theBasker Hough 
you ſhould ſlight the pynacher, Gn 
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his Counſel. Think not that Chriſt will 
call each of you immediately from . Hea- 
- ven as he did, Saul, Saul, why perſcute# 
thou me ? or that with S. Auſtin, you ſhall 
herea voice ſaying to you, tobe & lege, 
take up thy book and read: or that with Sr. 
Peter, before wee repent, the cock muſt 
licerally crow , and Chriſt Corporally 
look upon us. Every reproofe of the 
Preacher,is the crowing of the Cock, eve- 
ry check in your Conſcience, is the ciow- 
ing of the Cock, every ſpeRacle of Mor- 
rality preſented before you, every affl:;Ri- 
on inflicted upon you, cveiy motion to 
Repentance ariſing within you ,. is the 
crowing of the Cock. Theſe you muſt 
liſtento, and obey. And yet we read of 
the Sybarites, a luxurious people in Gre- 
cis, who, that they might better enjoy 
their caſe, and quiet, commanded that no 
Cocks ſhould be kept in their City, that 
ſo they might ſleep the more ſoundly, not 
having their heads troubled with the pro- 
clamatcions of thoſe Heraulds of the Mor- 
ning. Sol am afraid there be ſome that 


_ could with, that there were no more Prea- 


chers 
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chers in England, then at one time there 
were ſmiths in Iſraeli, no Cocks to crow, 
no wayes to waken them out ofthe ſleep 


- of their carnall ſecurity. 


21.But I hope better things of you, and 
ſuch as accompanyſalyation. Neitherneed 
I ro uſe any other motive to incite you 
to ſpirituall ſorrow, then the very words 
of our Saviour, Mat.5.4. Bleſſed are thoſe 
that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted. Peter 
was comforted afterwards, yea, he had av 
expreſſe of Comfort diſpatch'd and addreſ- 
{cd to him in particular, Mark. 16.7. But 
goe your way, and tell his Diſciples and Pe- 

ter, that he goth before you into Gallilee... 
22. Yca, all Gods Saints ſhall caſte of 
ſpirituall comfort. As Foſhua when he 
entred to Fericho was carefull to ſpare 
her houſe, at whoſe window the Red Lace 
did hang out, ſo God will be carefull ro 
preſerve ſuch,at whoſe windows,at whoſe 
eyes, Rednefſe made by their mourning, 
as a (igne of their (orrow doth appeare, 
and art the laſt day, as it is 1ſaiah. 25.8. 
The Lord God will wipe away teares from 
alt their faces, The Papiſts have a tale, 
G2 that 
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T hat as our Saviour ſweatcd with carrying 
his Croſſe, a worthy woman, one Yero- 
%;ca met him, and gave hima handker- 
Chief therewith to wipe his face. Which 
ragpe (they ſay) ſtill remaines at Rowe fit 
therein to wrap up the reſt of their Apocre- 
phal Traditions. Grant it a tale that this 
Saint gave a handkerchief to him, it is a 
eruth, that he will give one to every good 
Saiar, to take away their teares, and he 
will wipe the face of that Magdelew, who 
wiped his feet. 

23+ It is reported of Ariſtotle that great 
Philoſoph:r,chat being unable to unriddle 
that myſtery of nature, the wotion of the 
See, impatient of his ignorance, he wil- 
fully drowned himſclfe in that water 
which Poſed him, with theſc words, 2u1d 
eg0.008 capio te, tu capias me, becauſe I 
cannot conceive thec, thou ſhalt containe 
me: no iutle fooliſh deed of a preat carnall 
wiſe man. But ſecing that che happineſſe 
Heaven mounterh ſo High, that it cannot 
enter into the fieart of man to conceive it, 
let us lab. ur (o co l:ve here, that in due 
time going hence, we may emer into thoſe- 

Joyes, 
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Joyes, which cannotenter into us, and be 
received by that Blifſe, which cannot be 
conceived by our braine, Where amongſt 
many other worthy Saints we ſhall meec 
with S, Peter, though not in the Pexſive 
pofture wherein we find him my Text, 
then Sivging ſweetly, who in my Text were 
out and wept bitterly. Amen. 
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P SA Lo 25. 7. 

Remember not Lord the fins of my youth, 
MREARAN the c foure Plalmes which im- 
Ya = mcdiately follow one another, 
© Ch we may find the ſoul of David, 
"APE preſented in all the ſeveral po- 
ſtures of Picry,/ying,ſftending, ſitting, knee- 
ling. In the 22.Pſal. he is lying all along, 
falling flat on's face, low groveling on the 
ground, even almoſt cnfring into a de- 
gree of diſpairc. Speaking of himſelfe in 
the Hiſtory, of Chriſt in the Myſtery, My 
| God, my God, why hait then forſaken 
me f | | 
- 2+ Inthe three and twentieth Pſelwe, he 
| ſtanding, and through Gods favour; in 

deſpite of his focs, trampling and 1riame- 
phing over alloppoſition, The Lord is my 
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 ſheepherd, therefore ſhall 1 lack nothing. 


3- In the 24 Pſalme he is ſting, like a 
DoRor in his Chaire, or a Profeſſor in 
his place, reading a LeQure of Divinity, 
and deſcribing the CharaRer of that man, 
how he muſt be accompliſhed, who ſhell 
aſcend into the holy hill, and hereafter be 
partaker of happineſſe. 

4. Inthis 25 Pſalme he is kneeling ,with 
hands, and voice lifred up to God,and on 
theſe two hinges the whole Pſalmrurneth, 
cheone is a hearty beſeeching of Gods mer- 
cy, the other a humble bemoaning of his 
own miſery. Lentis a ſeaſon for ſorrow, 
this Week is the ſuburbs of Zenr, this day 
the leader of this weeke, Shrove-Sundey, 
antiently uſed for penitents confeffing of 
their finnes. Wherefore what doctrine 
more needfull in it ſelſe, more uſefull ro 
us, more ſuitable to the Seaſon, then to 
ſhrive our ſelves to God on Shrove- Sun- 
day, joyning with David in his pzniten- 


 tiall devotions, Remember wot O Lord the 


finnes of my youth. 
5. Which words containe Davids Pe- 
titionro the King of heaven, that he would 


be pleaſed to paſſe an ACT OF OBLI- 
VION, 
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V1ON, of the finnes of his youth, Pre- 
miſe we this, that God cannot properly 
be ſaid cither ro remember or forget, be- 
cauſe all things alwayes preſent them- 
ſ:lves as preſenc unto him. But in Scripture 
phraſe, God is ſaid then to remember mens 
ſins, when he doth puniſh them, thento 
forges mens fins when he doth pardon 
them. Thus as Moſes vailed his face, that 
he might be the berter beheld, ſo God to 
allay the purity of his imcomprehenſible» 
eſſe with meaner mettall, namely with 
expreſſions after the manner of men , to 
make ir work to our Capacities, let us 
praiſe God for his goodaeſſe heicin, that 
whereas we could not aſcend to him, he 
doth defcend to us, and let us pray him, 
that as here he do:h cloud the objeR, to 
make ir fitter for our eyes, ſo hereafter he 
would cleare out-cyes i© make them fitter 
for the objec, when in heaven we ſhall (ce 
him as he is. | | 
6. Before we come to the principall 
point, we muſt fi: ſt c)care the Text from 
the Incumbiance of a double objeRion. 
The firſt is this, ir may ſeeme imay ſome 
ſay) very improbable, that David ſhould 
| have 
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have any fins of his youth, if we confider 
the Principalls whereupon his youth was 
paſt. The firſt was Poverty, We read that 
his Father Fee paſſed for an old may, we 
read not that he paſſcd for a rich man, and 
probably his ſceaven proper ſonnes, were 
the principall part of his wealth. Secondly, 
p4inefulneſſe: David, though the youngeſt 
was not made a darling, but a drudge, 
ſent by his father to follow the Ewes big 
with young, where he may ſeeme to have 
learned innocence and ſimplicity from the 
ſheep he kept. Thirdly, Pity, Pal. 71. 
5. For thou art my hope, O Lord God, theu 
art my tru from my youth. And again in 


| the 17vetſe of the ſame Pſalme, O God 


thou ha#t taught me from my youth: David 
began to be good berimes, 4 young Seimr, 
and yer croficd thar peſtilent Proverb, was 
ne old devil. And what is more till, he 
was conſtant in the mo of ——_ 
Pſal. 88.15. Even from out f 
bw have I ſuffered with GO itnd 
The queſtion then will be this, how could 
that water be corrapted, which was de:/ 
clarified? how could that Feele gather of | 
| which | 


The beſt Att of Oblivies, 5, 


which was duly fled 2 How could Davids 
ſoule in his youth be ſooty with nxe,which 
was conſtantly ſcoured with ſuffering. 

7. But the anſwer is caſte, for though 
David, for the maine were 2 man aſter 
Gods own heerrt, (the beſt tranſcript of 
the beſt copy) yet he, eſpecially in his 
youth, had bis faults and infirmities, yea 
his finaes and tranſgreffions, Though the 
Scripture maketh no mention of any emi- 
neat fin in his youth, the buſinefſe with 
Beerſheba being juſtly ro be referred to 
David; rednced,and elder age. Iwillnot 
conclude that David was of a wanton 
Conſtitution, becauſe of a reddy Com- 
plexion, It is as injurious an inference, to 
conclude all bad which are beautifull, as 
itisa falſe and flattering conſequence, to 
ſay all arc honeſt who are deformed. Ra- 
ther we may colleR Davids youth guilty 
of wantonneſle, from his having ſo many 
Wives and Concubines. But what goe 1 
about to doe? ExpecR not that I ſhould 
tell you the parricular ſins, when he could 
not tell his own, Pſal. 19, Who can tel 
how oft he offendeth : Or how can _—_ 

nnes 
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finnes be knowne ro me , which he 


confeſſeth were unknowne to himſelfe , 
which made him to ſay, O Lord cleanſe 


. me from my ſecret ſinnes, But tolilence 


our curiofity , that our conſcience may 
ſpeake. -If Davids youth which was poor, 
painfull, and pious, was guilty of finnes, 
what ſhall we ſay of ſuch whoſe education 
hath been Wealchy, Wanton, and Wick- 
ed? andI report the reſt ro be ated with 
ſhame, ſorrow, and ſilence, in every mans 
conſcience. | 

8. The ſecond objetion hath more 
difficulty in it, which is this, this may 
ſeeme bur a ſuperfluous prayer of David. 
For whereas in Charity ir may and muſt 
be preſumed, that Bevid long fince had 
beg 'd pardon for his youthſull finnes, that 


upon his begging , God had granted it, 


that upon his granting God never revoked 
it. What need now had David to preferre 
this petition for pardon of antiquated 
finne, time our of mind committed by 
him , time out of minde remitted by 

God ? 
9. Tothis ObjeRton I ſhape a foure- 
LE 
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fold anſwer, Firſt, though David no 
doubt, long ſince had been rruly forrow- 
full for his yonthfull finnes, yer he was 
ſenſible in /himſelfe, that if God would 
be extream, to marke what was done a- 
miſſe, though he had repented of thoſe 
his ſinnes, yer he had ſinned in that his 
Repentance. Secondly, though God had 
forgiven Davids finnes ſo farre forth, as 
to patdon him cternall Damnation, yet he 
had not remitted unto him temporall af- 
&Ction, which perchance prefling upon 
him ar this preſenc, he praycth in this 
Pſalme, for the removing or mitigating 
of them. So than the fence of his 
words ſound thus, Remember wot Lord 
the ſinnes of my youth,that is, Lord lighten 
and leſſen the afflitions which lye upon 
me, in this mine old age, juſtly inflited 
on- me, for my youthfull ſinnes. Thirdly, 
Gods pardon for ſinnes paſt, is ever gran- 
ted with this cond:tion, tharthe Party fo 
pardoned, is bound to his good heh2viour 
tor the time to come, which if he breaks, 
he deſerves in the ſtrineſle of Juſtice to 


forfeit the benefit of his Pardon, Now 
David 
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David was guilty afterward in that grand 
tranſgreſſion of Beerſbebs andUrieh,which 
mighr in the extremity of Juſtice have 
made all his youthfoll finnes to be puniſh- 
ed afreſhupon him. Zaſth, Grant D«- 
vid certainly affured of the Pardon of his 
yourhfull finnes, yet Gods Servants ma 

pray for thoſe bleſſings they have in pok. 
ſeflion, not for the obtaining of that they 
have, that is needlefſe, but for the keep- 
ing of what they have obtained, that is ne- 


cefſary. Yea, God is well pleaſed with | 


ſuch prayers of his Saints, and interprets 
them to be praiſes unto him, and then 
theſe words, Rewember not the ſinnes of my 
youth, amount to this effet , Bleſſed be 
thy gracious poodneſle, who haſt forgiven 
me the fins of my youth. However, here 


* wemay (cethat in matters of Devotion, 
too much caution cannor doe amiſſe, in 


the point of Pardon for fianes, we cannot 
ſeek roo ofr, ſhut too ſafe, binde too ſure. 
And therefore David who prayes elſe- 
where, Lord remertber David in hu Tros- 
bles, he could well be contented God 


would remember D«vids Perſon to; pro- 
tek 
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tet it, Davids Piety to reward it, Davids 
Miſery to remove it, wrong done to Ds- 
vid to revenge it;bat as for Davids ſinnes, 
and eſpecially the finnes of his youth, here 
he lyes at another Guard, Remember not 
Lord the ſinnes of my youth. 

10. Come we now to the principal point; 
which is this, youth is an age wherein men 
are prone to be exceſſively finfull, By 
youth I underſtand that diſtance of age, 


| which is interpoſed berwixt infaricy, and 


the time wherein nature decayes; all the 
time, that a man in his ſtrength is in his 
owne diſpofing. Now the reaſons, why 
youth rather then infancy or old age 
ſhould be prone to wickedneſle are thele: 
Firſt, becauſe that in youth they firſt 
breake looſe from the command of their 
maſters, Ga, 4.1. Now I ſay, that the 
heire, as long as he is a child, differeth no« 
thing from a ſervant, though he be Lord 
of all , but is under Tutors, and gover- 
nours, untill the time appointed of the Fa- 
ther, which time, though long a com- 
ming, -wher it comes at laſt, is very wel- 
come to young men. Efay ſaid inhis heart, 
| RE, H the 


10 Thebeſt At of Obliviow. 
the dayes for the mourning, for my father 


-Tſa«c will come ſhortly, then will I flay | 
my brother Fac#b. Thus young men plot, | 
projea, and promiſe to themſelves, The | 
dayes will come, when my Father, or Ma- þ 


ſter, or Tutor, will die, either naturally, 


or legally, will deceaſe, either in his per-' 


ſon,or power over me,and then I'le roare, | 
and revell,and gad, and Game, and Dice, | 


and Drink, and what not * In a word, 
young men thinke, that they juſtly may 


"ya 45 


We 2; 


have an adcion againſt their parents, forf 


falſe impriſonment, becauſe they have un- | 


juſtly curbed,and confined their wills;and | 


though they dare not lay their action a- 
gainſt rheir Parents, yetto make the beſt 
amends they may to themſelves, whom 


they conceive heretofore wrong'd withſ}{ 


roo much reſtraint, they will hereafter] 
right with too much liverty. 
11. Secondly, I | 


wherein mens pal 
ſtrong, violent, and impetuous, ſo that it 
may be called the Midſormmmer Moone, or it 
you will rather the Dyg dayes of mans 


life, | 
I2e Thirdly, | 


Ss are moſt head-| 
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12. Thirdly, b:cauſe as in yonth,mens 
mindes are moſt ſtrong to deſire, ſo their 
bodies are moſt able and ative to per-"* 
forme any wickedneſſe. | 
1 3. Laſtly, becauſe young men put the 


day of death farrefrom chem. Forthere 


is nothing that more frights men from 
profaneſle and into piety, then the ſerious 
apprehenſion of. death: appearing, with 
the Arrerages thereof , eternall damna- 
tion,in caſe the party dieth not in the faith 
and favour of God. Now whereas old 
men (ee death in pleno,as under their eyes, 
death is repreſented to young men in 
Landikipt , as ata great diſtance from 
them. And when old men diſcourſe to 
young men of death, young men are rea- 


 dyto anſwer them, as the High Prieſt did 


Fad: in a different Caſe, what « that to 
we ? looke younnto it. The dayes of a man 
faich David are threeſcorc yeares and ten. 
Now what ſome men poſhbly may live 
to, young men thinke they cercainly muſt 
live to, they will not abatc a day, nor a 
minute,” nor a moment of chreeſcore and 
ren, they have calculated their owne Na- 

'Hz tvities, 
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tivities,and ſo long they are ſure they hall 
live. | 

14. As for the ſinnes whereof youths 
moſt properly guilty, they are theſe : Firſt 
Pride, and indeed, though they, and 
none elſe, have any juſt cauſe to be proud, 
yet they have the beſt ſeeming cauſe to 
fleſh and blood. For young men have 


- health, and ſtrength, and ſwiftneſle, and 


valour, and wit, and wiſdore too, as they 
thinke themſelves , though indeed the 
more fooles becauſe they thinke ſo them- 
ſelves. 

15. Secondly Prodigality, for they be- 
gin where their Fathers did end, and are 
(the cldeſt ſonne cipecially) in matter of 
Worldly wealth, as good men at their 
ſtarting ,as their fathers were at the ending 
of their Race, And commonly it com- 
meth to paſſe, that where the father like 
Logick had his fiſt contracted, the ſonne 
like Rhetorick hath his hand expanded. 

16. The third finne of youth is Refh- 
zeſſe. For as old men, becauſe they are 
acquainted with the Changes and chances 


of the world, when they goe about any 
great 


vv; Q.& a | 
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oreat Action, ſtart all doubts, dangers, 
and difficulties, probable, and poſſible, 
whereby ſometimes it comes to paſſe,that 
by their redious tarrying on cauſeleſſe 
caution, they loſe the advantage of great 
Actions, which are made to goe off with a 
ſpring of ſpeedy execution;ſo on the other . 
ſide, young men who know litle,and feare 
leſs, being loath to confeſle the poverty of 
their experience by borrowing councell 
from others, raſhly runne on, often to 
their hure, alwayes to their hazard, as if 
ſucceſle was bound out of duty, to attend 
their moſt deſperate delignes. Yea, Da- 
vid himſclfe cannot be excuſed from this 
finne-of Raſhneſſe, witneſſe his words to 
Abigail, the 1 of Sam. 25.34. As the Lord 


: Godof 1(rael liverh, except thou hadſt haſt- 


ned and come to meet me, ſurely there had 
net been left unto Nabal, by to morrow light, 
any that piſſeth againſt the wall. A preci- 
pitate projet, what if the maſter was wil- 
full, muſt all che ſervants be wofull £ what 
if Nabal had bcen too niggardly of his 
meate, muſt David be too prodigall of his 
{word 2 Yea, and he bindes it roo with an 

H3 . - R_ 
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oath, ſothat either he tooke Gods name | 4 


00 vainely in jeſt, orthe innocent blood || P 
| too ſadly in carneſt, Raſhneſlc is the third | J 
'L | fla of youth. _ | EY 
|# 17. Diſobedience to Parents,followeth | 
LG in the fourth place, a great fin ro which Þ 3 
i young men are much ſubjeR, eſpecially | 
SY! it their patents be feeble, and froward,and |} * 
| OY fool ſh too, perchance as doting by age, | * 
AY '* then they arc ready to deſpiſe them, | | 


18. The fifc and laſt finne we infit on || | 
* is wantonneſle, the proper and paramount 
| fiance of youth, and thereſo:e S, Paul wri- 
ring to Tirmethy, 2 Tim. 2. 22. Flee gouth- 
full lufts, One might thinke this precept, 
co Timcthy might well have been ſpared, |} 
cenfidering that Timethy had a weake bo- 
cy, ſubject ro often infirmities, and ſuch | 
ſick folke are likely to thinke rather of a 
Winding ſhcere, then Wantonneſle, Se- 
condly, Timahy was temperate in his di- 
er, daily drinking nothing bur water, and 
ſuch cold I:quor was likely to quench all 
h:ate of luſt, and yet becauſe Timothy 
though a good man, though a weake, 
thougna temperate man, yet but a _—_ * 

| | an 
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and a young man, S, Paul thought the 


| precept not improper for the perſon, Flee 
| qonthfull lufts, Luſt is the fift ſine of 


outh, 
19. All theſe five are the ſinnes of 
youth, Would I could fay bur as truly 


| theſc five are all the ſinnes of youth. Bur 


TS i, 


LC AST aandhe / —. 


alas, youth is capable of, and ſubject to 
all ſinnes whatſoever, And yer, though 
youth be coo bad in ir ſelf, let us nor make 
ie worſe thenit is; With the faſhion of the 
World , when an offender is guilty of 
more then he can anſwer, ro charge him 
with more then hc is guilty. Youth may 
commit all finnes, yer all ſinnes arc not 
the ſinnes of youth. A young man may 
be covetous, yet Covetouſneſſe is no 
young mans ſ{inne, Old men would be an- 
ory, if they might not keep that vice to 
themſelves. Though perchance they will 
call it by a more mennerly name of - 
thrifcineſſe. The reſult of all is this. Theſe 
five finnes are the waiters in ordinary, at- 
tending on youth. So that all young Per- 
ſons are guilty of them in fome meaſure, 


| except God givethem a better Proportion 
H 
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of reſtraining grace. As for ſinnes extra- 
ordinary, waiters on youth, they are in- 
numerable, being as many as any other 


| age hath, either inclination to defire, or 


ability tro commir. x 

' 20, We come now to make a two-fold 
Application of what hath been ſaid, the 
one to young men, the other to old men. 
Buc you will ſay, where ſhall middle age 
People be placed 2 Shall they be wholly 
neglected in the diſpenſation of this dayes 
doarine © I anſwer, middle age People, 
ſhall have free leave and liberty to rank 
and reduce themſelves, ci:her amongſt the 


- young, or old perſons, according to their 


owne Chriſtian diſcretions. But I know 
where I ſhall find them all, for naturally 
we all would be young, and therefore to 
them, amongſt the young people, I thus 
addrefle my diſcourſe. 

21. You young people,ye have heard how 


' youth isan age wherein men arc prone 
ro be exccedingly finfall, wherefore as: 


you tender the Glory of God, the health 
of your bodies, the ſaving of your ſouls, 
let me iatreate you to be carefull to __ 

ge | the 
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the ſins of youth. It will be your own ano- 
ther day. Remember what 70 ſaith,though 
no doubt an excellent man, Fob 13. 26. 
Thou writeſt bitter things againſt me, and 
makeſt me to piſſeſſe the iniquities of my 
youth. Thou makeſt me to poſſeſie the iniqui- 
ties of my youth. [f you lead diſſolute hives 
whilſt you are young, other poſſeſſions I 
cannot promiſe you, for your Lands may 
| be loſt, your goods gone, but this poſlet- 
fion ye ſhall be ſure of, (a ſtrange Poſ- 
{con -often purchaſed by Prodigality) 
you ſhall poſſeſſe the ſinnes of your 
youth, and (if you live ſo long) in your 

oldgge foundly ſmart, for the luxury and 

adernc of your youth. Remember 
| what Solomon ſaith, Eccleſiaſtes 11.9. 
| Rejoyce, O young man 1 ithy youth, and les 
| thy heart cheere thee in the dayes of thy 
youth, and walke inthe wayes of thine heart, 

and in the ſight of thine eyes : but know 
| thou, that for all theſe things, God will 
| bring thee unto judgement. Which words 
| conſiſt: The firſt a Conceſhon, The ſecond 
| a Commination; the firſt a Conceſſion, 
tor it is no poſitive Command, or rather 
it 
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it is but an interpretative Connivance,not 
ſo much given as gotten, and indulgent to 


the frailty of humane fleſh, Rejoyce,O young 


wen in thy youth, &c. The ſecond isa 
Commination, contrary to good Muſick, 


it is harſheſt in the cloſe, I ſhould like the} 
Indentures well but for the condition : 


But know thou that for all theſe things 


al 


God will bring thee unto judgement. Wil} t: 
bring thee, which words import two} o| 


things. Firſt, the unwillingneſfle of yourh|| 
to come to judgement, Secondly, theun-F/t} 


C( 


avoidablenefle,that youth muſt come toſ ti 


judgement; And how ſoon you ſhall come 
ro judgement, is known to God alone. 
Flatter not your ſtlves with a fond conceit 
of immortaliry. For though the Pſalziſt 
faith, 4 horſe is but a vain thing to ſave 4 


”an, yet a very mote is no vaine thing to 
deſtroy a man. And whoſoever ſhall be] 


pleaſcd ro count the number, and mark 
the age of this Sacrifice in the old Teſta- 
ment, ſhall find more Kids and Lambs 
offered, then Goats and old Sheep. 

22. But young men will ſay, preach 


you what you pleaſe, we will doe what we | 


liſt, 


not 
t to 


14 
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jiſt, Your perſwaftons ſhall not befoole us 
out of the pleaſures of youth. Yea, this is 
but an envious difcourſe, Have ye not 
read of a Tyrant who having had one of 
his eyes accidentally put out, cruelly cau- 


| ſed an eyeof every one of his ſubjeRs to 
| be bored out, that they might nor mock 
{ at his deformity.s And fo ſceing youth is 


ri | taken away from you, you would put ir 


wo 


| out in others, perſwading- them if you 


ach ſj could prevaile, ro deprive themſelves of 
un-f! thoſe pleaſures, to which youth doth in- 
off tile them. 


me 


23. It any ſuch there be that heare me 
to day, who faſten ſuch envious Com- 
ments on my innocent doctrine, I ſay if 
any ſuch there be , as I feare there be 
ſome, and hope there be few, and wiſh 


| there were none, to ſuch I ſay in the holy 
[| Irony of the Prophet Michaiah to King 


Ahab, Goe np end proſper. Larde your 
ſoules with delight, may your own mind 
be the onely Meaſure of your Pleaſure, 
carve what you pleaſe, and cate what you 
carve, and much good may that doe you 


| which you cate; if it be not bad in it ſelfe, 


It 
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it ſhall never be made worſe by my wiſhes. | 
Bur as God faith to Dexiel, Dan. 12. the] (: 
laſt, in reſpe& of his Propheſic, But thos fy a 
O Daniel, ſhut up the words, and ſeale the d 
book, and goe thy way till the end be, for a 
thou ſhalt reſt, and tand up in the lot at thif| |; 
end of dayes : Sofay I to my Sermon this t| 
day, though onely in relation to ſuch aj} h 
count it an envious diſcourſe ; Sermonfj þ 
ſleep for ſeven and ſeven yeeres, yea let thef] | 
doctrine delivered this day,die tor ſo long} ( 
time, and when that time is expired, whenſj b 
it 1s probable enough that the Preachetrſj o 
ſhall be dead, the Sermon ſhall new live} c 
and then have a reſurreRion in the beliefe ; 
of thoſe young men, who now lefle believe} x 
ir. The inſtrutions now laughe at, willf x 
then be long'd for, For indeed, this do-l | 
Qrine will grow the beſt when it is ſowenſ} | 
in thoſe furrowes, which age hath made in} | 
the-face. Till then, my Sermon will beſ 
contented to bear the burden of Envy,and|} | 
then they that accuſe it, muſt beare the | 
burden of Folly, when they ſhall freely] | 
acquir ir, and flatly condemne them-| | 
| 


ſclycs., | 
\ It 


The beſt Att of Obliview. 21 


ſhes.} 24. 1 come now in the ſecond place 
. the (and T hope with better ſucceſſe ) to you 
hos, Þ aged perſons, nor letit be interpreted any 
e tht} diſloyalty againſt the crowne of your old. 
, ForÞ age, that I addreſſe my ſelfe to you in the 
8 theft laſt place; for (if I miſtakenot) the laſt,is 
this the firſt, the cloſe and concluſion the 
h asf/ higheſt place in the Sermon, Let mein all 
monk humility adviſe you, not to repine at Gods 
they Providence, becauſe your Youth is paſt. 
ongf} Coorſe Complements were exchanged 
hen | betwixt Pharaoh and Moſes at their laſt 
-herÞ meeting, Exod. 10. 28; Pharaoh began, 
ive, Getthee gone, look to thy ſelfe, ſee my face 
ck} xo more. Moſes, though meek, not mo- 
eveÞ piſh, returned as ſhort an anſwer, Thow haſt 
vill well poken, I will ſee thy face nq yore. The 
do-F| bargaine is cafily driven, where both par- 
venſ} ties deſite it. I, Pharaoh cares not for Mo- 
ein] ſes, Moſes carcs as little for Pharaohs com- 
be] pany. Inlike manner labour to be as wil- 
nd} ling to loſe youth, as that hath beento 
he leave you. Never ſeck by unlawfullwaies 
ly] to wooe it to ſtay one minute longer, . Let 
n-f the departing thereof coſt thee not a ſigh 
' the more, ora ſmile the fewer. Is youth 
I gone 
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gone with the ſweet thetcof 2 then it is 

one with the ſin thereof : Is ir gone with 
the delight thereof 2 then is ir gone with 
the danger thereof : As hereafter your car- 
nall delight will be the lefle, fo your ſpiri- 
tuall joy will be the more, if the faulr be 
not in your ſelves, 

25. Secondly, defire not, that as the 
Sun went back ten degrees on the diall of 
Ahaz, (othatthou mighteſt be ten dayes, 
ten Weeks, ten Moneths,ten yeares youn- 
.ger then thou art. Such wiſhes I am ſure 
are vaine, I ſuſpet are wicked. What 
Souldrr having eſcaped a deſperate fight, 
defireth himſelfe againe in the midſt of 
it 2 Whar ſea-man having eſcaped the 
Sands and Shelves, wiſheth himſelf there 
again 2 and ſeeing ye have paſſed ſaluz 
javentuts, 25 Tally termes it, the trouble- 
ſome Sea of youth; why ſhould you wiſh 
' your ſqbves in it again ? Neither thinke to 
ſay within your ſelves, O if we were 
young againe, the time which: formerly 
we miſpent in riot, we would hereafter 
improve in piety. The truth hereof will 
plainly be perceived, by your well hus- 


banding | 
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banding the life which is left you to Gods 
glory, For he that will not be fairbfull in 
a lictle, will not be faithfull in much. He 
will not bea good husband on the Rem» 
nant, would be a bad one, 'if he had the 
whole Cloath. It is therefore to be ſuſ- 
peRed, that in your deſiring to be young 


| againe, you only make the pretence of 


Picty, the Pander co your owne Pro- 
faneneſle. | 

26. Beware therefore that in your old 
age ye be not guilty of the fins of youth, 
Gardiners can tell you, that when Roſe- 
trees are clipt in the moneth of May, fo 
that then they cannot bring Roſes, they 
doe commonly bring them in theAutumn 
ſpring, in the month of September. And it 
is poſſible, if you have becn reſtrained, ei- 
ther by fickneſle of body, or naturall mo- 
deſty, or want of opportunity, or reſtrain- 
ing grace, from the excreſcencies of 
youth, when you are young, I ſay it is 
poſſible, that you may beviſired with ſuch 
gueſts in your old age, and make them 
welcome at your own perill. 


27- And this let me commend unte 
you, 
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you, when you ſurvey the ſinnes of your 
youth, take heed of miſtaking your Obli- 
vion, tor Innocence, and thinking your 
ſelves free from committing thoſe ſinnes 
which ye cannot remember. For were we 
at this inſtant arraigned for ſome finnes 
we have done, we would plead, Not guilty. 
Not that ve would be ſo impudent as to 


deny them if we did remember them, but 


we haveas clearly forgor them,as if wehad 
never committed them. Lord, thou layeſt 
ſuch a finne to my charge, there is ſome 
error, ſome miſtake, ſome other may be 
evilty of it, butitis not I. Bur O whatis 
faid , Rev. 20.12. in the deſcription of 
the Generall judgement, Axd the books 
were opened. The bookes wherein every 
ones faults are regiſtred and recorded, the 
perſons who, and with whom, the place 
where, the time when, and in this point, 


midnight is as cleare a witnefſe as noon 


day, concurring with the Teſtimony of 
Our guilty conſciences. | 
28. Another place of Scripture alfo de- 
ſerves your obſervation, Pſal. 50. 21. theſe 
things haſt thou done, and 1 kept _ 
| | thos 
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| (hou thoughteſt, that I was altogether ſach 


and I hope none _ cenſure my Sermon 


4 one as thy ſelf, but I will reprove thee, and 


" Þ [et them in order before thine eyes, I will 


ſet them in order. Alas ! when we fin, we 
jumble and confound, and heap, and hud- 
dle all rogether without any order or me- 
thod. But Godin his Book will reduce it 
into a method, | 

Imprimis, ſuch a fin when thou firſt didft 
awake, Item,(uch a one before thou didſt 
riſe. Items, ſuch a one before thou waſt 
ready. Item,ſuch a one before thou eatedft 
thy breakfaſt, Or elſe thus: Ile ſer them 
in order according to their ſeveral matter ; 
The firſt leaf in &e Book is Original ſen, 
and then AZsall fins againſt God, atuall 
fins againſt our ſelves, aRuall fins againſt 
our neighbours ; then truly ſhall we be in 
the caſe of Fudaeh, Gem. 44. 16. when the 
cup was found in his brother Benjamin's 
fack, and may ſay with him, What ſhall we 
ſay unto my Lord ? what ſhall we ſpeak ? or 
how ſhall we clear owr ſelves ? God hath 
found out the iniquity of thy ſervants. 

29, One word more and I have done, 


io 
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co be too long for this paſſage that re. 
mains, though our {innes be ſer in order, 
and though the books be opened, be the 
books never fo big, be the volumes never 
ſovaſt, it matters not how big the books 
be of the debts we have owed if all be ccoft, 
If therefore we have true intereſt in the 
mercies of God, and merits of Chriſt, wt 
may confidently come, and may comfor: 
eably pray, and ſhall be certainly heard 
with David in my Text, Remember not ( 
Lerdthe fins of my youth, Amen. 


= 7 F.F4 ny CY OP: 


: 


27 


de, FK2SKESSERSTSSNLIL : i 
1 


al 
$; 
"oY 
# . 
[A 
& | 
4 
if 
{ 
i 


_ A Corolary. 


)oks 


oft, T:: Soule of Man as conjoyned with 


{ 


v 
e 


the bis Body, i in Scripture compered to 
it 4 * Candle : Non althouzh omnes *Job 15.6. 
forfſ animz ſunt xquales, «ll ſouls are equall in "9V-20-27 
ardlf eſſence, yet b9th i operation (wherein they 
# 08 muſt «5k the body leave to exerciſe it ſelf by 
is proper organs ) as alſs in duration whilt 
conſoyned here with the body, there is great 
difference betwixt them, And we may in 
hamble proſecution of the Scriptures Metaphor 
obſerve ſeven Candles in relation to their 
continuance in ths lifes : 
I. The firſt and lesft Fe s of thoſe who 
have life in them, bur never (ce light with- 
out them, 
All 2+ The ſecond ſie & of ſuch who are 
born into this world, but dic before the 
concurrence of their Will with their Judg- 
ment, 4nd therefore before their poſſibility of 
— | committing Attuall ſinne, with the Babes of 


Bethlchem mur1hered by Herod. 
I : 3. The- 


. 


Fi 
F 


; 
: 

: 

: 
VL 
= 


F 
i 
\FTY 
*E4 
4. 
” 

T4 
"4 


8 A Corolary. 
3. Thethird is of thoſe who arrive at an 
ability of AQuall finne, yer expire before 
they have attained unto rhe PerfeRion of 
Youth, with the Children that mocked the_ 
Prophet El:ſha. 
| 4+ The fourth ſi7e ſucceeds of thoſe who 
are in the height and hear of their Youth, 
the proper [ubjett of our foregoing Sermon. 
5. The fift 6 of thoſe who cannot be ſo 
fooliſh and fond in flattering themſelves, 
but that they muſt confeſle Youth is paſt 
with them, though as yet they are not ſen- 
ſible of any decay in Nature: Theſe are 
my Pew-fellowes in age, God grant we may 
beware the Atheifticall inference of theſe 
inthe 2 Pet. 3.4. denying the Day of Judg- 
menr, becauſe all things continue as they 
were trom the beginning of the Creation. 
We are ſubject to commit the ſame dangerow 


mm ſlake in our Microcoſme «s they did i 
ubtir great World, and 10 conclude Death 


will never ſurpriſe becauſe we finde not in 

our ſelves any evident and eminent dimins- 

tion of our ſtrength, beivg as able and adtive 

45 ever we have been iv our remembrance. 

' 6.The ſixt fiFe & of thoſe whoſe Almond- 
re 
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tree doth flouriſh, though the budding 
thereof be no figne of Spring, but Autumn 
in them ; God grant they may wnderfand 
the ſummons of Death, though at diſtance, 
liſten to, and make good uſe of them. 

7. The ſeventh. «nd laſt ſite i of ſuch 
who cannot appear in this place, nor come 
within the hearing of a Sermon,no Church 
but a Chimney-corner, or a Bed is the 
place of their aboad, whoſe Candle is in 
the ſocker, and Lamps ready to goe out 
for want of oyle to feed them. - 

To all theſe ſewverall ſiJes, I mean to ſo ma- 
ny of them as are capable of underſtanding 
G 0 Din Solomon ſpeaks, Ecclel. 12.1. Re- 
member »ew thy Creatour, 1 ſay now, now 
# ay Atome, 5 will pu7Fie the hill of an 
Angell ts divide : now-is a Monoſyllable 
in all Learned (and many other ) Languages, 
beſt otherwiſe the name ſhauld be longer in 


pronouncing than the thing 7» continuing. 


God grant that what ſize ſoever the Can- 
dle of our life be, we may inſtantly remem- 
ber our Creatour, CAmen. 
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NOTES 
UPON 
FONAH: 


Chap. 1. ver. tv. 

The word of the Lord came alſo 

anto Jonah the ſon of Amit- 
tal, ſaying. 

Omethin muſt be premiſed of the 

"AY Name, Patentage, Time and Place 

of this Prophet: His name (Joan) 

ſienifying a Dove In Hebrew , but hean- 

ſwered his Name rather in flying ſo faſt a- 

way, than in want of gall, wherewith he 

abounded.” | 


12 Paren- 


Notes wp9n jonalt. 


Parentage : ſon of CAmittai, Men are 
differenced in the Bible, 1. by their Fa- 
thers : as'Benaiah (on of Fehoids, 2, Mo- 
thers: as Foab ſon of Zerviah. 3. Huſ- 
a 4 bands : as CHary the wife of Cleophas. 
LEI 4. Brothers : as Fudas the brother off} 
| \_ Fames.. 5. Sons : as Simen of Cyrexe the 
father of Alexander and Rufus. Burt that 
this Prophet was ſon to the widow of Sift 
7epta, I believe no more, than that Dznah, | 
Facob's davghter was wife to Fob. Or that 
Ruth was daughter to' Eglon King of Moab: 
4 44 both which arc as fondly fabled by Jewes, 
Yb ]j as juſtly rejeRted by Chriſtians, 
LAI! As for the Time and Place of this Pro: 
3 1 phet when and where he ived, though here 
omitred, is ſupplied, 2 Kings 14.25. He 
was of Gath Hepher, a City of the Tribe 
of Zebulon, and lived inthe time of 109ſh 
King of 1ſracl. ES 

The word of the Lord cameL. ] All Prof 
phets and Preachers ought to have their 
Patent and Commiſſion from God. How 
can they Preach except they be ſent ? Rom, 
10.15. That is, how can they Preach law 
fully and profitably, though de fadto they} 
preach} 
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Notes npon Jonah 3 


preach to their own great harm and others 


little good. But as long as there is currant 
coyne,there will be counterfeit. Teroboarw's 
Prieſts under the Law, and Shewa's Sons 
in the Goſpel, and at this day ſome who 
leap from the Loom to the Pulpit. I muſt 
confeſſe, an Aſſes head was good food in 
a famine ; courſe meat is dainty when no 
better can be had. But now ( thanks be co 
God ) great is the company of Preachers, 
able and learned, and for ought I ſee, the 
Univerſities afford more Vine-dreſlers, 


| than the Countrey can. yeeld them Vine- 


yards. No neccfſity therefore, that ſuch _ 
blinde Guides ithould be admitted, 


Verſe 2. 

Ariſe and goe to Niniveh that 
great ( ity,and cry againſt it : 
for their wickedneſſe 11 come 
up before me. 


The words contain 19nah's Commiſſion. 
The place whither he was ſent. What he 
ſhould doe there, 12 The 


_ Notes wpon Jonah, 
The Commiſſion, Ariſe. As if he had 
faid, Thou haſt long preached in ſr«el to 
lictle purpoſe : Great the pains, Small the 


profit of thy Miniſtery, I will therefore | 


eranſplant thy preaching, to ſee if it will 
bring more fruit in another (oyle. Ir is a 
figne of a ruine of a Church, when their 
Paſtors are called from their Flocks togo 
to Forraigners. As Jonah, who was here 
made Non-refident againſt his will. When 


the eye-ſtrings are broken , the heart- | 


ſtrings hold out not long after. The Pro- 
phets are called Seeys, their departure pre- 
ſageth, that their Pariſhes ſoon after will 
dyc anddecay. For ſure the Children of 
Iſrael proſpered not long after, that Tone 
a ſtarre of the firſt bigneſſe was falne from 
that firmanent to «77ſec intothe horizon of 


Nineveh,. : 


Goe t8 Nineveh that great City.) Itis | 


.more than probable that this City being 
the Metropolis of Aſſyris, was not a little | 
proud of the greatneſſe of ir, as able there- | 
 bytoout-face the judgments of God, and þ 
to blunt the edge of his revenging ſword | 
with the populouſneſſe of her Inhabitants; | 
| HS before | 
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Notes npon Jonah, = 
before it could cut clean through them. 
But let no City, though never ſo. great, 


thus preſume upon her multitudes ; the 
greater, the fairer mark ſhe is for the ar- 


| rowes of Gods judgements ( though in- 


deed nothing ſeems great in his eyes ſave 
that man char ſeems lirtle in his own :) 
and God can quickly ſubſtraQt in a day by 
ſword, plague and famine, what health, 
peace and plenty hath multiplied in ſeven 
yeares. This Iſland fince the ends of two 
Kingdomes, were made the middle of one 
Monarchy, Ifath got the addition of Great 
Britain, yet if compared to the Continenr, 
we may fay of it, as Lot of Zoar, Is it not 4 
little one? Ifa. 40.15. Behold the Nations 
are as the drop of a bucket, and are counted 
4s the ſmall duſt of a ballance, he taketh np 
the Iles as 4 wery little thing, Let us the 
Inhabicants thereof not be proud of the 
oreatneſle of it; which probably puffed up 
Niniveh the great City. 

And cry againſt it, ] Miniſters muſt not 


| - -muttter, but publickly and ſtrongly cry a- 


painſt ſinners : Firſt, becauſe ſinners ares 


afarre off : Iſa. 59, 2. But your _ 
= a 4 aVey 
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have ſeparated betwixt you and your God. 


Mar. 15.8. Their heart & farre from mey, 
Epheſ. 2. 13. Tow who ſometimes were afarre 
ff. Secondly , becauſe rhey are deefe_, 
1 hirdly, aſleep. Fourthly, dead. It any 
obje&, why then it is Ioſt labour to cry 
againſt ſinners, Preaching to the Dead 
| Is as unprofitable as Praying for them, I 
Anſwer, Not ſo, For it is ſaid, John 5.25. 
T he hour is coming and now t, when the- 
dead ſhall hear the woice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear ſhall live. Too blame 
then are thoſe that are cruelly kinde vnto 


their people in ſowing pillows under their | 


elbowes. Honey-dewes, though they be 
ſweet in aft, doe blaſt and black the corn : 
And ſmoothing of people in their ſinnes, 
though pleaſane to the palate of fleſh, 
damneth and deſtroyeth the ſoule. ' And 


yet this command Y9cry no whit favours 


their practice, who change the ſtrength of 
marter into ſtentoriouſneſle of voice. Such 
peeces make a great report with powder, 
bur are charged with no ſhot, and are uſe- 
Ieflc ro the beating down of fin. Andit 
may be ſaid of their crying, that they doc 
but whiſper whilſt they hollow. Fer 


4. 


Xoxtes upon Jonah. 7 


For their wickedneſſe i come up before 
me] What the particular fin of Nineveh 
was, Is not expreſt. Some think, had that 
City been arraigned for the ſins of Sodome, 
it would have been found guiliy: And no 
doubt Sercerie the fin of the Eaif?, was no 
ſtranger in her own Countrey, and there- 
fore the Ninevites thereto much addicted. 
But that Oppreſion was certainly their pre- 
dominant fin, may be gathered out of rhe 
third of Nahuzn, ver. 1. 0 bloody City, it is 
full of lyes and robbery, the prey departeth 
yet. Not content to be a Queen of thoſe 
Countreys ſhe had ſubdued, ſhe was a "Ty- 
rant. So then we ſee, all ſins but Oppreſon 
eſpecially, though naturally they cead 
downwards to their centre, and with their 
weight preſſe ſinners to Hell; Yet they doe 


| mount upwards by their cry and clamour, 


Gen,4.10., & 18,20. It were then an advi- 
ſed way for us to make ſome counter- 
ſounds ro drown the noiſe of our fins, tha: 
God may not hear them. Furſt, by ſendin;; 
up ſighs from a penitent heart, Second'y, 
prayers and almes, As 10. 41. Cornelius 
thy prayer # heard, and thine almes _ 
” 


by Notes upon Jonah: 


had in remembrance in the fight of God, [r- 


Thirdly, by pleading Chriſt his merits, 
That the loud language of his blood may 
out-noiſe and ſilence the cry of our ſing, 
Heb. 12. 24. Yet let Oppreſſours rake no- 
- Lice, that theirs being the fin of Nizeveh, 
as it is of an higher nature, ſo is it of an 
higher cry than other fins. And let the 
remorfleſſe Extortioner take this into his 
conſideration: Hand-mills, though they 
grinde not ſo'much, yet they grinde as 
much to powder as either Winde-mills or 
Water-mills, which are farre greater : 
though theſe Oppreſſors doe not miſchict 
to ſo many as Nizeveh did, yet to ſo ma- 
ny as comes within their clutches ; they 


ſhew as mercileſſe cruelty, and this is a fan | 


will come up before God. 


Verſe 


4 


0d, 
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did he not like Alexander, when he was 


{| the Pen-men of the Holy Word, are un- 


| 


I 


Nates upon Jonah, 


Vals -- 

But Jonah roſe up to flee into 
Tarſhiſh, from the preſence 
of the Lord, and went down 
to Japho : For he found a_ 
ſhip going to Tarſhiſh ; ſo he 
payd the fare thereof , and 
went down into it, that he 
might goe with them into 
Tarſhiſh, from the preſence 
of the Lord. _ 


But Jonah roſe #p.] Whoſe ſuperſcripti- 
on doth this Book bear 2 Tonah's, Why 


4 « 


painted lay his finger on his wart 2: Why 
did he not conceal in filence his own faults 
and infirmities? Why did he paint his own 
deformity with his own penfill 2 Becauſe 


partiall 


W 
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partiall Relators of their own faults, and 
of them who are deareſt and neareſt unt 
them. Who ſpeaks more againſt Devi 
than David? Soignorant was I and fooliſh 
even 4s 4 beaR before thee. Who accuſeth 
S. Paul more than S. Paul? 1 Tim. 1. 13, 
I wes 4 Blaſphemer, and 4 Perſecuter, an 
41 Oppreſſouwr. We learn from S. Stephen, 
Atts 75.22. That 24oſes was learned in al 
the wiſdome of the Zgyptians, but in Ms. 
ſes in his own writings, we finde no men- 
tion or commendation of this his learning, 
He ſpared not himſelf in regiſtring his pal- 
fion in ſmiting of the rock, neither ſpa- 
red he to record the cruclty of Lew! his 
Grandfather, the ſhrewiſhneſlc of Z/ppore 
his Wife, the Idolatry-promoting of A«- 
70x his Brother, the murmauring of Miriam b 
his Siſter, the prophaneneſſe of Nadab and] , 
Abibs his Nephews. This amongſt other} z, 

( 

n 

y 

ſ 


reaſons may be one to prove, thatno Scri-| 
pture is of private interpretation, bur that 
holy men of God wrote it, as they were in-| 
ſpired by Gods holy Spirit. Whereas the} ; 
Books of Heathen Writers are nothing elſeſi- 
but the Inventories of their own vertues,| 

| - What - 


ores upon Jonah. IT 
What are Ceſar's . Commentaries, but 
commentaries on the text of his own va+- 
on lour £ But'for a man thus farre to be un- 
.j;00ann'd, as to baniſh ſelf-love from him- 
iſ ſelf, and with 7on4h, to put bis own flight 
Gﬆ! and fault into the Calendar of Eternity. 
:, | Who ſees not the finger of God in Jowad's 
hand writing this prophecy 2 
Sundry carnall reaſons may be alledged 
\al for (onah's flight: Firſt, fear of extreme 
and cruell uſage from the wicked Nine- 
nl} YIceS» Secondly, deſpair that his preaching 
"IF barren in 1ſy«el ſhould be fruirfull in 4ſhuy. 
Thirdly, the ſtrangeneſſe of the meſſage, 
-. | diſtaſtfull roa Jewiſh palate, to be ſent ro 
ol the Gentiles. Fourthly, a zeal to his Coun- 
arc <y> he might perceive chat the converſion 
'"Þ of the Cn would be the everſion of 
the Jewes ; and therefore he was loth to 
F be acceſſary to the deſtruction of his own 
ncy Nation: Fiftly, that reaſon alledged by 
himſelf in the fourth Chap. and ver. 2. He 
"|| feared to be diſproved, becauſe God was ſo. 
| mercifull. But let his reaſons, though ne- 
he | ver ſo many and weighty, be put into one 
*|1 ſcale,and Gods abſolute command weigh- 
| c 


and 


i2  _ Notes wpon Jonah, , 
_ ed againſt them in the otfier, TEREL, 
They are weighed in the ballence and found 
800 light, Proſper: Obeditntia now diſcatit 
Dei mandata, ſed facit. The Popitſh tenent 
of blindeobedience, is true doarine in this 
caſe; What God commands let's put in 
ſpeedy execution, without denying or de- 
laying, or diſputing the difficulcies that at- 
tend it, | | 
To flee. ] God bids Toneh goe, and he 
flyes, he fupererogates, but in'a wrong 
worke. In him the Proverb findes truth, 
The more haſte, the worſe ſpeed. We (ee 
then, thoſe that want legs to go in good- 
neſle, can finde wings to flye in wicked- 
neſſe, The Elders efche Jewes ( probably 
ed Grandfires ) how late were they up 
that night our Saviour was betrayed? How 
early did they riſe that morning he was 
condemned * How duly did they attend 
the whole day he was crucified 2 whio o- 
therwiſe (no doubt ) would have been in 
their beds as drowzie as Dormice. It is 
not therefore the greatneſle of the ſtrides, 
nor the ſwifrneſs of the pace, but the right- 
neſle of the way which maketh our going 
| pleaſing 
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Notes wpon Jonah. —_— 
Ex || plealing unto God. 1 Cor, 9. 24. Soren © 
#nd | that ye may obtain. And if, with David, we 
Stir | cannot run the way of Gods commande- 
ent | ments, let us goethem ; if nor goe, let us 
thisf creep. And: this may comfort us, that 
inf} ehough we goc not ſo ſwift in our calling 
de-fj| as we could defire, yet we goc inour cal- 
at-f ling : Our pace, though not faſt, is firm ; 
Hand till by degrees we draw nearer and 
| hel nearer to that Nrpiveh, to which God hath 
ng || fent us. | 
th, To Tarſbiſh.] What and where this Tar- 
ſee Þ ſhiſh was, Authors only agree, in difagree- 
2d-f| ing. Let this ſuffice : Be this Trſhiſh in 
ed. {fis, beitin a&frice, Beit City, beir 
bly Countrey ; Be it Sea,be it Continent: this 
up} ſure Iam,it was not that Nimeveh to which 
owl Tonah was ſent. 
nach From the preſence of the Lord.) Ie were 
ndÞj great ignorance in us to charge 79n4h with 
o-f| ſuch ignorance, as if he thought it abſo- 
inf Jutely poſſible ro lye from Gods preſence: 
is) Andif he had been ſo erroneous, he made 
es, || the moſt unadviſed choice, to flye to the 
he-j{ Sea, where chere appears the moſt evident 
nal Semonſtration of God's powerfull pre- 
ng ſence. 
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ſence. Pſal.107. 23. They that go down int 
the Sea iu ſhips, 8, The fight of the Sea 
might have been a Remembrancer to an 
Atheiſt, and put thim in minde of a God, 
Eſau went to kill his brother Jacob, but 
when he met hin his minde vas altered, 
he fell a kiſſing hium,and ſo departed. Thus 
the waves of the Sea march againſt the 
ſhore,as if they would eat it up : Bur when 
they have kiſſed the utmoſt brink of the 
ſand, they meir themſelves away to no- 
thing. And this ſpectacle muſt needs make 
a man acknowledge a Deity. So then, 
theſe words to flye away fromthe preſence 
of the Lord, are not fimply to be under- 
ſtood ; there being no flying from God, 
but thus : From God, an angry Judpe for 
_ our ſins; to Goc!, a merciful Father in our 


Saviour. By this phraſe then is meant, He 


deſerted the Ofhce of a Prophet, he for: 


ſook and relinquiſhed the Miniſteriall Fun-Þ 


&ion , whereabout God had imployed 
him. Thus to be In Gods preſence is uſed 
in Holy Writ, Deut. 10. 8, The Lord ſepe- 
rated the Tribe of Levi to ſtand before the 
Lord, 1 Kings 17. 1. As the Lord liveth, 
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Notes upon Jonah. I5 
faith Elias, before whom I ſtand, What 
kindeof men then ought we Miniſters to 
be 2 How decently ovght we to demean 
and behave our ſtlves, who are Chaplains 
11 Ordinary to the King of Heaven, Every 
Monech is our waitine Month - We are 
bound to conſtant and continuall atten- 
dance. Ir was the title of the Angel Ga- 
briel, Luke 1. 19. 1 am Gabricl that ſtands 
in the preſence of God, i. e. Ever ready to 
be ſent of him in any imployment. Now 
as Angels are Gods Miniſters in Heaven, 
{> Miniſters are Gods Angels on Earth, 
and ſtand in his preſence irom which Fo- 
zah did flye. 

And he went down 10 Japho,. ſor he found 
4 ſhip going to Ta:ſhiſh. ] Fapho was the 
Port of pos. come diſtant from thence 
lome thirty miles, in the Tribe of Dan, 
afrerwards called loppa. Here 1onah findes 
a ihip for his purpoſe ; how all things ſeem 
o favour and fatter his fl oh, He liens 
"n a ſhip, the ſhip ſers faite, "andatthe tiift 
lie tyde ſerves, the winds ſeconds them, 
et u5 (uſpe our (elves, and fcarch our 
tions whether they be not wrong, when 
b we 


16 Notes upox Jonah. 
we run without rub, and ſayle without re- 
ora + For the firſt entrance into finne is 
eaſie and plcaſant; whereas in good aci- 
ons when we begin them, it is a thouſand 
to one, but that the Devil or our corrupti- 
ons, ſtart ſome enemies or obſtacles ro 
hinder Us. TY 
So he payed the fare thereof.) Fonah 
herein ſecms to be a man of a good con» 
ſcience. Hezatken ye detaincis ot the wapes 
of the hirclings : Know that Oppreſf, on, che 
maſter whom you ſerve, will deale other- 
wiſe with you, than you deale with your 
ſervants: For the wapes of fin is death, 
and that ſhall duly be paid you. And you 
Servants who have received your hire afore 
hand, dealc not worſe with your Maſters, 
for dealing the better with you, but con- 
ſcionably doc your worke, that the Out: 
Landiſh Proverb may not be verified in 
you, He that payes hs Servants wages 4- 
fore hand, cnts off his right arme - that is, 
Occaſions him to be lazic and flothfull. 
That he might goe with them to Tarſhiſh 
from the preſence of the Lord, | Pharaoh's 
dreams were doubled , becauſe it was 
thing 


V OFES POP JOTE 


thing determined by God, Ger.40.42. So 
theſe words were doubled in the Text, to 
ſhow chat it was no {uddain motion or 
projeR whereon 7ov4h ſtumbled unawares, 
but it was a purpoſe conlulced, concluded, 
debated, determined. He would, that he 
would flye from the preſence of the Lord. 
Now, it is the opinion of ſome, that Jowah 
altered his calling and turned Merchant, 
bur this is more than can be proved our of 
the words. Traffique in it felt 1s lawfull, 
making thoſe wouden bridges over the 
Sea, which joyn the llands to the Con- 
rinent, adopting thoſe Con:madities to 
Couatrcys, whercof they are barren them- 
ſclves by nature. Bur it is not fiicing that 
the Tribe of Lewi ſhould change'Lots with 
the Tiibe of Aſhay z Or that thoſe who 
have Caram Aninmarum, ſhould rake upon 
them Curam Animalium : Apply them- 


ſelves ro Husbandry, Grafting, or any Me- 


- Chanicall Trade. 


ba .. Yeo 


18 Votes upon Jonah. 


Verſe 4. 
But the Lord ſent out a great 
winde into the Sea, and there 
' was a mighty tempeſt in the 
Sea, fo that the ſhip was like 
to be broken. 


But the Lord, ] Though the man did 
thus leave his Maſter, yet + Maſter will 
not thus leave his mon : Þ: rt {nds a Purſe- 
vant after him. Learn tom hence, God is 
carefull for his Servants, though they be 
carelefle for thenſelves. Gen. 19 16. Thus 
alſo was God iercifull ro Thomas, ( who, 
for his temper, may be called, the 1onch of 
the Apofiles) making anew apperition for 
the confirming of his faith, Thy 20. 26. 
Let us pray to God, that he would love us 
ro the end; that though we forſake him,he 
would not_forſake us. That though we 
forget the duty of Children to him, he 
would be pleaſed to remember the love of _ 
2 Fathcrto us, And here we may admire 

Gods 


Notes npon Jonzh, 19 
Gods goodneſte to take ({uch pains about 
the recailing of 2 iroward finner. Lord ! 
what was 104h -hat thou ſhouldſt regard 
him 2 or the tonne of Amittas, that thou 
ſhould vific him £ 

Sent out a zreat winde into the Sea, ] God 
is the commander of the windes, and haih 
them at his beck as the Centurion had his 
Servants. He ſaith to the Eaſt winde, Gor, 
and he goeth, Exod. 10.13. Azd the Weſt 
winde, Come, and be cometh, Exo0d.10.19. 
And to tbe South winde, Doe this, and he 
doth it, Pſal. 78.26. It it be objected, that 
the Devil is ſtyled, Epheſ. 2.2. The Prince 
of the power of the ayre - and therefore (to 
give the Dcvil his due) fithence winde is 
nothing elle but ayre moved by vapours : 
It may ſeem to be a ſubje& of the Devils 
Dominions. I Anſwer, The Devil is no 
abſolute Prince of the ayre, no Monarch, 
bur onely he hath a depated Command 
therein under the God of Heaven, And 
Satan dares not for the fear of a prezmuire 
exceed his commiſſion, and endeavour a- 
ny thing in the ayre, without Gods cx- 
prefſe command or permiſſion: Much leſſe. 
b :3 can 
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can Witches and Conjurers ( Lieutenants 
under the Devil } pertorm any thing there- 
in. And as for the Heathens fancie, which 
make «fol God oi the Winds, it is ligh- 
tcr than the winde it ({: If, ; 

So that the (hip was like to be broken.” 
Here a Cifhiculc Objection may be ſtarted. 
How could it ſtand with Gods juſtice to 
pur ſo many innocent Mariners in hazard 
and jcopardy of their lives for the finne of 
Tonah alone 2 But theſe Sheep, what have 
they done 2 Will God deftroy the righte- 
ous with the wicked 2 Shall notthe Judge 
of all the earth doe rightcouſly * I anſwer, 
firſtat large. In God's procecdings what 
we cannot conceive to be good, we muſt 
not condemn to be bad : Bur ſuſpect our 
ſelves, ſuſpend our cenſures, admire his 
workes, which arc never againft righr, 
though often above reaſon. To come nea- 
rer: God need not pick a quarrcll with 

man, he hath juſt marter enough at any 
time to have a controverſic with him, and 
ro commence aQions againſt him. Theſe 
Mariners , though not guilty with 79h 
:n this particular act ; yet had deſerved this 
puniſh- 
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puniſhment of God, for their former ma- 
nitold tranſgreisions, from which no man 
is free, 

Yer God haftened this puniſhment upon 
them for Fornah's preſence with them. 
Waſh not in the ſame bath with (erinthrs, 
decline the fociety of notorious ſinners, 
Rev.18.4. Gold, though tic nobleſt met- 
tall, loſech of his luſtre by being continu- 
ally worn in the ſame purie wich filver : 
And the beſt men by aflociating them- 
ſclves with rhe wicked, are often corrupred 
with their ſtancs, yea and partake of their 
plagues, Yer when men arc implunged in 
miſery, through the faults of others, and 
ſuffer tor company for the f1ns of others, 
( as men ta ſuretyſhip, undone by the pro- 
digality of their friends for whom hey 
were bound, Let them refit rheir eyes on 


their own faults, and know that though 


they be innocent in this particular, yer they 
have deſerved this puniſhment of God for 


ſome other fin. And God may jultly take: 


advantage at h's own plcaſure roinflit the 
puniſhment. Howev:r, let them know 


themſelves for ſinners in an high degree, 
b 4 who 


22 ' Notes upon Jonah. 
who involve others within the very and 
latitude or their owne puniſhments; As 
drunken Husbands, who by their prodiga- 
lity drown'd their whole Family: in a tea 
of want, making their Wives, Children, 
Servants, Cattle pinch and pine through 
their riot, and exceſle, For our parts let 
us labour to atrain to true piety, that ſo 
we may rather be a 19ſeph, whoſe goodne(s 
may make a whole family to proſper ; Ra- 
ther one of thoſe ten Righteous, for whoſe 
righteouſneſſe a whole Sodome might be 
ſaved; thenan Achan, for whoſe ſins an 
Army may be routed; or a 1onah, for 
whoſe faulc, a.whole ſhip full of men was 
like to be broken, 


Verſe 


—— a. . a -x Fay Ld 
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Verſe 5. 

T hen the Mariners were afraid, 
and cryed every man unto hy 
God, and caft the wares that 
were in the ſhip into the Sea 
to lighten it of them : But 


Jonah was gone down into 
the fides of the ſhip, and' be 


lay down, and was faſt a- 
ſleep. 


Then the Mariners were afraid. ] Theſe 
words afford an harder than Sampſon's 
1iddle: Out of the Bold came Fear. Out 
of the Prophane, Piety. Our of the Cove- 
tous, came Caſting away of goods. Mari- 
ners they are the hardicſt of all people, 
{o alwayes in danger, that they are never 
in danger, as if their hearts were made of 
thoſe rocks, amongſt which they uſe ro 

ſayle, 


24 Notes upon Jonah. 
ſayle, yet ſee.they feared. They are accoun- 
ted a prophane kinde of prople, a-kin'd 
unto the unjuſt Judge, Zuke 18, 2. They 
are eſteemed the NaFareth of the world, 
out of which cometh no good, Yet ſee, 
they pray. They are generally covetous, 
venturing their lives for lucre: yer lee.they| 
caſt away their goods. Whence we may 
learn, that afflictions are able to affright 
moſt prophane men into plety : whether 
really inflited, as unto Pharash, or cer- 
tainly denounced, as unto Ah4b, Where- 
fore, ler us labour that we be as good, 
when afflictions are removed, as when they 
arc inflicted, as pious in wealth, as in want; 
as well aff:&ted in health, as in fickneſle, 
that in proſperity we prove not Apoſtates 
from thoſe pious reſolutions, which we 
made in adverſity. When David had ap- 
pointed So/omon King, r Kings 1. 36. Be: 
naiah hz ſon of [Tehoiada anſwered, AMEN, 
And the Lord God of my Lord the King, ſay, 
AMEN. So when in afflitions we have 
made any vowes of future piety, if we have 
deliverance, let us pray to God to ratific 
and confirm our reſolutions ; and to give 

Us 
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us ſtrength to fulfill and perform them : 
Leſt otherwiſe we take but a leaſe of piety, 
during the term that the rempeſt doth laſt, 
& relapſe to our former wickedneſs when 
the calm begins, | 
And cryed every man unto bis God, ] Ge- 
nerall puniſhments muſt have generall 
prayer and humiliation, otherwiſe the plai- 
ſter will be roo narrow tor the fore. To hrs 
God. The ſhip was fraught with a Miſce- 
Janie of all Nations: Ir was a Babel, and 
contained a contuſion of as many Relipi- 
ons, as that ol Languages : None wete at 
a lofſe for a Deiry to pray to. ( S0an un- 
n2turall fin was Atheiime) Yet woluil then 
was the .cſtate of the Woild, when one 
could not ſee GOD for Gods. Butlet 
ns now be thanktull, that as the true Ser- 
pent of Moſes, eat vp 2nd dcyoured the 
ſeeming Serpenis which Tannes and Tam- 
bres the Zgypitan Irchanters did make: 
So now, in the c:vill:zed world the know- 
I:dge of the true God hath devoured and 
done away all fancies and fables of taigned 
Gods, N-.vertheleſſe, as the Heathens in 
this ſhip, ſo every Chiiſtian may ſtill pray 
tO 


A, 
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to his proper GOD. My Lord and my God, 


ſaith Thomas. 1thank my God, 1 Cor. 1. 4. 


The ſame is God toall in generall, and to 
each in particular. 

And ca#t the wares that were in the ſhip 
into the Sea.) Skin for skin, and all that a 
man hath, will he give for hs life, AQ.27. 
Now if life be ſo dear, how dear is thelife 
of our life, the eternall happineſle of our 
ſoules £ What ſhall a man gaine, if ec? 
Therefore when it cometh in competition, 
whether we ſhall loſe oar ſoules, or our 
goods; let us drown our outward pelfe, 
leſt it drown us ; let us caſt it away, leſt 
we be caſt away by it. Woe be to hims that 
loadeth himſelf of thick clay, Hab.2.6. Ra- 
ther as Toſeph ſaved himſclt from his Mi- 
ſtris, though he left his garment behinde 
him : So ir matters not though we loſe 
(the clothes of our ſouls) our earthly poſ- 
ſefions ; ſobe it our ſouls themſelves till 
remain ſafe and entire. And if in ſuch a 
caſe we muſt forgoe our goods, much 
more muſt we forſake our fins which are 
oood fornothing, but to fink us down to 
deſtruRtion, Heb, 12.1. Lets lay afide every 
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waight, and the fin that doth ſo eafily be- 
ſet us. And nor onely pray to God toaſ- 
fiſts us, but with the Mariners in the Text, 
back and ſecond our prayers by uſing all 
lawfull mcans tor our own ſafety. 

But Jonah was gone down inis the ſides of 
the ſhip. I here reade a contradiction in 
Fonah's ations: He went down into the- 
ſides of the ſhip , this ſavours of flight and 
of fear : And there he ſlept ; this of confi- 
dence and ſecurity, Yer wonder l not that 
I cannot make ſenſe of Foxah's ations, 
who ſurely at rhis time could ſcarce make 
ſenſe of his owns. Sin diſtraas men, and 
makes them ar the ſame time imbrace con- 
tragicting purpoles : So that their reſolu- 
tions fight as the twins in Rebecka's womb, 
and are as contrary to themſelyes as to 
God's laiwes, See Fonah at one inſtant, 
Formidat && audet, 

And lay down, and was faſt aſleep.) An 
Emperour hearing of the death of one of 
his ſubje&s,who was deeply indebted, ſent 
to buy his bed, ſuppoſing there was ſome 
#9pium, or ſoporifcrous vertue therein, that 
he could ſleep ſo ſoundly theregn and - 

0 
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ſo much ingaged. Surely this Emperour 
would have prove2 a trink Chapman io 
have pu:chaſed Forah's ſhip ; who, not- 
withſtanding he had ſo many things with- 
in, without, abcur, above. beneath to diſ- | 
turb him, yer, as if che offi. g of the waves, 
had been the rocking of this cradle; and 
the roaring of the windes, Lullabyes in his 
ear, was faſt aſleep. Learn, firſt, it is a great 
fin with Zexah ro be drowlic, when the reſt 
are artheir devorion, and yet many ſuch 
Separatilts,and Non-contormiſts we have, 
who by their fluggithneſle divide them- 
ſelves from the whole Congregation. In- 
deed, Extiches had ſome plea for his flcep- 
ing, becauſe S. Paul's Sermon was conti- 
nued untill mid-night. Bur we may ſay to 
our people, as our Saviour to his Diſciples, 
What ? can ye not watch with me one hour e 
Secondly, it is a great finne with us( with 
Fonah ) to be fecure, whilſt we ( with 0- 
thers ) are in a common Oanper, and cala- 
mity. Conlider the preſent eſtate of the 
Chriſtian Church; Is ic not rofſed with 
the tempeſt ot warre, as bad as Fonah's 
ſhp? Icloſt an Anchor, when the Palat:- 

nate. 
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ate was loſt, It ſprung a Leake, when 
Rochel was taken. One of the main Maſts 
thereof was ſplit, when the King of Swe- 
des was kill'd. Though we inthis 1//a»d be 


| fate in the fides of the ſhip, yer ler us not 


be ſleepy as 1oneh; but with our prayers 
commend to God the diſtreſſes of our 
Beyond-ſea-bretbren; and thank God that 
we (like Gedeon's Fleece) are dry, when the 
ground round about is wet with weeping ; 
ſteep'd in teares, bedew'd with mourning. 
Thirdly, perſevering in finne befots men, 
and makes them inſenſible of the greateſt 
dangers, It makes men like Nadal, their 
heart dyes within them, and they become 
like a ſtone ; ſo frozen in their finnes, thar 
no fear of Hell-fire can thaw them. Thus 
David, when he kill'd Ur:ah, ſeem'd ro kill 
his own conſcieace. How was he bercit 
of ſenſe of {inne and puniſhment for nine 
moneths together , yea, the time of Barh- 
ſheba's deliverance was come, but the time 
of David's repentance was not come, Who 
ever ſaw the Sun ſo long in an ccliple * Let 
us therefore ſtop ſinne. in the beginning : 


; For prophaneneſle as well as piety is ad- 


vanced 
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vanced by degrees, and in the propieſſe 
th:reof, hath certain ſtages before it comes 
ro the journeys end. Cruſh it therefore in 
the firſt motion before it comes to be a 
ſecled thought; in the thought, before ir 
break forth into ation; in the aRion, cre 
it become a diſpoſition; in the diſpoſition, 
ere it be an habit; in the infant-habir, be- 
fore it become inveterate, and another na- 
ture. And here allo we may ſee how de- 
ſperate ſecurity in wicked men hath by 
uſurparion inticuled it ſelfe to be true va- 
lour. Men count wicked men full of forti- 
rude, which run on Gods drawn {word 
without any feare ; when alas ! it is no- 
rhing buta ſottiſh ſecurity ariſing from 1 
ſcared conſcience. Will any fa that it 
is rrue valour in a Bedlem that he feels no 
= whoſe lirabs are benumm'd and paſt 
enſe, 


Verſe 
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Verſe 6. 

So the Ship-maſter came to him, 
and ſaid unto him, What 
meanest thou, 0 ſleeper ? A- 
riſe, call upon thy God, if ſo 
be that God will think upon 
us, that we periſh not. 


So the Ship-mafter.} The Ship-maſter 
that was, ( but now no Maſter of it, the 
Tyranny of the tempeſt Commanding 
both it and him) begins to beſtirre him. 
Great men muſt not thinke to be privi- 
ledged from danger by the emitiencie 
of their place. «Mordecai to Heer : 
Think not thou ſhalt eſcape in the Kings 
houſe more than all the Temes. Yea, ſome-_ 
times Great men are in the greateſt dan- ' 
pers, they are moſt aimed at, Fight neither 
againſt ſmall nor againſt great, ſave onely 
again#t the King of I(racl, 1 Kings 22. 3les 
| Now fichence there was a Goyernour ina 


ſhip, it tcacheth us that no company can 
EE on. long 
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long ſubſiſt without order and ſuperiority 
one above another : From the Courtiers 
to the Priſoners, Ger, 39.22. Joſeph had all 
the Priſoners in. the Priſon committed to 
to his hand, Ten is but a ſmall number, 
yet: Hoſes made Governours over ten, 
Exod, 18. 21. Yea, as there is Michael the 
Archangel in heaven, ſo is there Bee/Febub 
the Prince of Devils. in Hell: So much 
order there is inthe very place of confu- 
ſion. Away then with the Anabapuſt, who 
would (ct all men at odds by making all 
men even. Fora Common. yealth to want 
Chiefe, it is the chicfe of all wants, every 
man wll doe what he liſt, few what they 
ſhould: roo much liberty would make men 
ſlaves to their own ſelf-will. Let us there 
fore be ſubje ro the higher powers, know 
ing that there are no powers but of God. 
Carre unto him, and ſaid.) Fvery ons 
in authority ought to look unto thoſ 
which are under their command ; other 
wiſe they ſhall anſwer ro God for ſuc 
faults as thoſe commit which are undet 
their charge, through their over-fight an 
negleRt. Chriſt is ſaid to have m_—_ 
It | Toh 
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Tohn 3. 23. And yet it is ſaid, John 4. 2. 
That he himſelf baptized not, but his Di- 
ſciples. We ſee that the deed of the Ser- 
vants being done by the countenance and , 
command of the Maſter, is attributed and 
aſcribed to his Maſter as his own proper 
work. It the Maſter hears of his Servants 
drunkennefle, and puniſheth it nor, it is the 
Maſters drunkenneſſe. If the Maſter hears 
of his Servants prophaneneſs, and reproves 
him not for it, it is his prophaneneſle. 
Blame-worthy then are thoſe Magiſtrates 
who would have the profit, not the pain; 


the credit, not the care of their place and 


charge : ſo that they deale with thoſe that 


S areunder them, as David did with Ado- 


wiah , they will not ſo much as trouble 
themſelves to ſay to Offenders, Why doeſt 
thoz ſo ? | 

What meaneſt thow,-s ſleeper !] See here 
the Gentile teacheth the Jew, the Pagan 
preacheth ro the Prophet, and he is con- 
tent to hear him. How faulty is their pride, 


{ who count it an imbaſing of their know- 


ledge to liſten to the advice of others, who 
ig any reſpeR are their inferiours, 10h. 9. 
_ VEre 34» 
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ver. 34. Yet David hearkned to the ad- 
vice of Abigail, Abrahamio the counſell 
of Sarah, .Apellos to the inſtruftion of A- 
quila and Priſcilla, yea Solomon ( the wilcſt 
of carthly Kings) had a Council of Agcd 
men which ſtood before him. Neither 
need any man think much to learn of the 
meaneſt of men, who may be taught by 
Pitmires and Lillycs, Ye: when infcriours 
onjuſt occaſion adventure to counſel thoſe 
that ate above them, that. their counſell 
may better reliſh, Ler jt be ſeaſoned with 
theſe three ingredients, firſt, Secrecie. This 
alone was good in Petey's reproving of our 
Saviour, Mct.16. 22. Tnabeph EC, HEL 
cook himaſide. Secondly, Seaſonableneſle. 
CAbigatl, 1 Sam.25.36, told drunken Na- 
val reither more nor leſſe, till the next 
morning : ſhe thought her phyſick wou!d 
work the better, if ſhe gave it him faſting. 
Thirdly, Humil'ty. Naaman's Servants : 
Father, if the Prophet had bid thee ſome_» 
great thing, wouldſt not theu have done it ? 
2 Kinss5.13- They brought nor onely 
260d Logick, reaſoning frem the greater 
14 fc; buralſo good Ethicks, Fathey, 
:.-- Theſe 
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Theſe cautions obſerved, meaner perſons 
by Gods affiſtance, with hope of ſucceſſe, 
may take upon them to adviſe their ber- 
ecrs. 

Ariſe, and call upon thy God. He doth 
not onely reprove him for what he had 
done amifle, but alſo direteth him.in what 
he thould doe well. They are miſerable 
Guides, that tell the wandring Traveller, 
chat he hath loſt the way, but tell him nor 


how to finde it, 


Ariſe. } Men muſt put away all lazineſſe, 
when they prepare themſelves to prayer. 
Indeed, when in fickneſfſe we are Gods pri- 
ſoncrs, then we can only rouſe up our ſouls 
and not ariſe in our bodies ; then, with He- 
Fekiah, we may lye on our bed and pray, 
pleading to God, as Mephibeſheth to Da- 
vid, that his ſervant « lame : But other- 
wiſe, Curſed « he that doth the work of the. 
Lord negligently. The firſt fruits of the 
Aſle was not to be dedicated to God in th 
Leviticall Law, but the neck thercof was 
to be broken. Let us break the aſſes neck, 
Jer us baniſh all floth and lazineſs when we 


oe about to perform any ſervice of God, 
| C2 Call 
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Call upon thy God. ] Becauſe perchance 
the Ship-maſter had a great opinion of the 
ſufficiency of 1ouab's God, or becauſe he 
might have a conceipt that 7oxeh's prayers 
might be more prevalent than -his owne. 
£{chinw (aid unto his Uncle Mio, in the 
Comedie: | 

Tu potius devs comprecare, nam tibi eos 

certs ſcio, 

Quo vir melior es, quam too ſum, obiem- 

peraturos mags. 
Or elſe he onely aimed at a generall col- 
le&ion of prayers, hoping that that cable- 
rope would be ſtrongeſt that was twiſted 
of moſt ſeverall cords. 

If ſo be that God will think upon us, that 
we periſh not.) It is worth our ſearch to 
know, when theſe words, If ſo be God will, 
are to bc inſerted into our prayers, and 
when they muſt be omitted. When we 
pray for pardonof our fins , then we muſt 
omit them: For God hath ſaid, At what 
time 8C. 1 will pat all his wickedneſſe out of 
my remembrance. Now let us not diſpute 
of what is determined ſufpe& what is ſure. 
God ſaith, he will, Let usnot ſay, 1f __ 
G0 
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God will. If our repentance be unfaigned, 
our pardon may be undoubted : In ſuch a 
caſe, Let us come to the Throne of Grace 
with boldneſſe in the aſſurance of faith, 
with reaſoning,truſt perfeQly in grace. But 
when we pray for the removall of puniſh- 
ment, then theſe words are no Parenthefis, 
but aneſſentiall part of our prayers, then 
we muſt ſubmit our ſelves not our wills, 
but thy will be done; then with children 
we muſt not cry to carve our. own meat, 
but cat that which God our Father cuts 
for us, though ic be untoothſome for our 
palats to taſt, it is never unwholſome for 
our ſtomachs to digeſt, | 


4 Verſe 
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Verle 7. 
 @And they ſaid every one to his 
fellow, Come and let us caſl 
lots, that we know for whoſe 
cauſe thu evill 1 upon us. So 


they caſt lots, and the lot fell 


4pon Jonah. 


And they ſaid every one to hu fellow.) 
The apprehenſion of the preſent danger, 
was the cement that did glue and unite 
their different judgments and affeRions, ro 
reſolve on that, which they conceived was 
fortheir generall good. le is likely that 
the beaſts in the Arke when they were in a 
common danger of drowning did agree 
rogether, and for that time diſpence with 
their mutuall Antipathies, Grant then that 
we have ſcverall tempers, humours, opi- 
nions ; yet the apprehenſion that we have 
one grand unpartiall enemy , the Devil, 
who like a roaring Lyon ſeeks to devour 
us: 
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us ? This ſhould make us centre our votes 
in ſuch reſolutions, which are behoofull 
for all our goods. 

Come let us caſt lots. The uſe of Lots 
was very antient amongſt both Jewes and 
Gentiles. They were of three natures, 1. 
The Lot Divinatoric, uſed by Hamay, 
Heſt. 3.7. And as for this kinde of Lot, ir 
is utterly unlawfull, We have no ſuch ca- 
ſtome, nor yet the Churches of God, Second- 
ly, Diviſorie, 064d.11. Hat.27.35. Third- 
ly, Conſultory , Zev. 16, 21. oſh. 7. 18, 
1 Sam. 14. 42. Theſe are lawfull, if uſed 
lawfully, with theſe cautions : Firſt, in 
matters of difficulty; As quickfilver in the 
Tliaca peſiio , when nothing elſe can un- 


_ twine the gutts ; in perplext and intricate 


cauſes. Secondly, in matters of conſe- 
quence, otherwiſe there may difficiles nuge; 
Riddles not worth the reading. Hard ſhells 
without a kernell not worth the cracking. 
Difficulties which deſerve not the reſol- 
ving. Thirdly, they are ro be uſhered with 
prayer,as in the choice of Matthias, AiF.1. 
Fourthly, that nothing therein be attribu- 
ted to Chance, Prov.16.33. The lot ® caſe 

into 
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into the lap, but the whole diſpoſotion thereof 
| & from the Lord, Whale, Fortune, that 
God of mans making ; is a meer Idol of 
Dazon : and falls down at the approach 
of the Arke of GOD's provideace : Loo- 
fing both head and hands, power both to 
plot and perform. It is not Fortune blinde 
through ignorance that cannot fee, But 
Divine Juſtice blinde through impartiality 
that will not ſee, which ordereth the mat- 
cer. Laſtly, no couſcnage or deceit is to be 
uſed in them. Lots are Gods ſcales, where- 
in he weighecth matters of ſeeming cqual- 
 licy,and ſhowes which preponderates: they 
therefore char falſific this ballance of the 
Sancuary, muſt needs be abomination in 
the ſight of God. 

Now becauſe Lots may ſay to Cards, 
what Naom: (ayd to Boe7, They are neer 
»nto us and of ony affinity , ſomething alſo 
of the uſe of them. It were no great harm 
if there were no other Cards uſed, than 
thoſe of Clothiers about wooll, and of 
Mariners in the ſhip. But as for Cards to 
play with, Let us not wholly condemn 
them, leſt lacing our conſciences too 
ſtraight, 
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ſtraight, we make them to grow awry on 
the wrong fide. 

- Such Recreations are lawfull if weuſe 
them as 9»athan taſted the honey, putting 


forth the end of his rod he touched a little 


of it, and his eyes were cleared. But let us 
rake heed of a ſurfeir, into which thoſe doe 
fall who cither play out of covetouſneſſe, 
or for more than their eſtates can bear, or 
conſtantly and continually , all cheir meac 
is fauce, all the dayes in their Almanack 
play-dayes, though few Holy-dayes. The 
Creation laſted but a Week, but rheſc 
mens Recreations all the dayes of their 
lives ; ſuch uſing of lawfull exerciſes is al- 
together unlawtull. 

- That we may know for whoſe canſe 1bi 
evil © xp0n 6, ] The beſt man in the ſhip. 


. carried finne enough about him to drown 


himſelf,ſhip, and paſſengers. But this milk 
we (uck from the breſts of our mother 
Eve, to ſhift and poſt off the fault from 
our ſelves, how guilty ſocver we are, 
1 Sam.15.9. But Saul and the people ſpared 
Agap and the beſt, ſheep * Now ver. 15. 
it 457 They have brought them gy = 

male- 
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Amaleckites, for the people ſpared the beſt of 
the ſheep, He that was the greateſt in the 
finne, would not be art all ia the ſhame. 
Should God ſcourge this Land with Fa- 
mine, or any other generall puniſhment, 
The Courticrs would impute the cauſe 
thereof to the Cove:ouſnefle of the Citi- } 
zens: The Cirizens to the Prodigality of 
the Courtiers : The Rich to the unthank- 
fulneſſe, diſcontented murmuring of the 
Poor : The Poorto the hard-hearredneſſe 
of the Rich: The Laity to the Clergies want 
of preaching : The Clergie to the Laities 
want of praQiſing : Every one would poſt 
the fault from himſelfe, and be inquifttive | 
wich theſe Mariners , For whoſe fault thi 
evill was upon them. 
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PROv. 23. ver. 26, 
My ſon, give me thy heart, 


S==== Heſe words, [ My ſon,] are uſed 
SDEAZ more than ſixteen times in this 
JS Book, Iris therefore well worth 
= our inquiry, whar particular 
perſons Solomon deſigned by thar relative 
compellation. 
.* Firſt, Negatively : know that Rehoboars, 
Solomon's Now begotten by him, ( Seir but 
to two parts of twelve of his Father's King- 
dome, but not to the hundred part of his 
wiſdome ) was not particularly refleted at 
herein, nor any other of his bodily extra- 
Qion , where, by the way,though we read 
| of Solomen's Wives and Concubiyes,we can 
give but a ſlender account of his Childrey, 
4 D 2 finding 
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2 A zift for God alone. 
finding but oxe Sow, and two Danghteys, 
1 Kirg. 4- 11,15. And probably, he was 
not fruitfull in ſve, proportionably to his 
murriages, 

2, Nor Poſitively : know Sslomon was 
but the inſt7nmentall Pen man, Gods Spirit 
the principall Inditor of this Book, And as 
our Savienr ſaid, Mat,n 2.50, Whoſoever 
ſhall dee the will of my Father which i in 
heaven, the ſame t my brother, ſiſter, and 
m:ther ;" So, whoſocver ſhall attentively 
hezr, and conſcionably pratiſe the precept 
in'my Texs, the ſame is the beloved ſon, 
end dear daughter therein intended, © 
fon, give me thy heart, 

3. We will begin with a brief paraphraſe 
on cach word, ſo to disincumber them 
from all ſhew of dithculty, and rhen by 
Gods »ſc;ftance ſhall raiſe one ſtaple Do- 
({1ine, vrove and apply Its 

4. Give] not ſell, we ought not tobe 
ſaleable in Ged's ſervice, having mercenary 
fouls, chiefly aiming ar our own intereſt, 
Iniced, we may, and muſt with £Moſes, 
Heb. 11.25 have reſpect unto the recom- 
perſe of reward; we may look 70 it, and 
( Rs af 
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at it, but ſoas we muſt look 7» it, through 
it, beyond it, above it, labouring to work 
our hearts to this high, holy, and heavenly 
temper, that were there no heaven to re- 
ward, nor hell to periſh, we ſhould ſerve 
God for himſelf, whoſe very work is wages. 
Drive not a b4rg4in with him, ſeek nor to 
eruck, or barter, but freely give him thy 
heart, | 
5. «Me, ]God and none elſe. Here take 
notice that the Pope of Reme, ( as he had- 
often abuſed Scripture, to his own ambiti- 
ous and covetous ends ) did particularly, 
profancly miſapply theſe words, and bow 
them to his own deſigne; for, about the 
year of our Lord, one thouſand five hun- 
dred andeighty, he ſent a Bull to the Ro- 
mane Catholicks, ( as they pleaſe to term 
thenflelves) the ſeal whereof was ſurroun- 
ded with this Inſcription, FILI MI, DA 
MIHI COR TUUM, ET SUFFICIT, 
My ſon, give me thy heart, and it ſufficeth. 
The meaning whereof was, that he diſpen- - 
ſed with the Engliſh Papiſts to come to our 
Churches, be preſent at Prayers, hear Ser- 
ons, receive Sacraments of our Miniſters, 
+ 4 alwaics 
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alwaies provided, that there were a ex- 
tall or cordiall reſervation of their hearts to 
embrace Popery. Ina word, he gave leave 
for their hands, eyes, eaves, feet, knees, 
tongues, to be Proteſtants, ſo roeſcape the 


juſt penalty of the Laws, (which they nick- . 


named , perſecution ) on condition they 
would be Papi in their hearts, and pre- 
ſerve a place there, for the entertaining of 
the Romiſh ſuper#ition. But know, that 
our heart is too big a boon, roo gegd and 
great a gift to be beſtowed on any Pope, 
or Prince, or Creature, how great, orglo- 
rious ſoever , and onely to be given to 
God, 

6. Thine heart. Thine: It ought to be- 
every ones endeavonr, chiefly to give bu own 
heart ro God : this excludes not a mans gl- 
ving to God the heart of himſelf divided 
his wife, the hearts of himſelf wwltiplied 
his children, the hearts of his neare# and 
deareſt relations, and indeed of all he con- 
' verſeth with, by endevouring to promote 
and adyance grace and goodneſſe in their 
ſoules, but a mans principall care in the 


firſt place ought to be to give his own 
heart 


heart to God, whoſe example (eſpecially if 
a perſon of power and place} will be a 
good leading caſe to others his inferiours, 
to follow and imitate the ſame. 

.7, Once ancloquenr Oratour free onely 
of words, being otherwiſe extreamely co- 
vetous, madea large and Elegant Oration 
in Zatize to perſwade others , bountifully 
to contribute to a proper obje& of cha- 
rity, whilſt he himfelfe would nor part 


with one penny to that purpoſe. To whom 


one of his audience (though far his inferi- 
or in eloquence) made rhis ſhort but ſharp 
returne, 2ui ſuadet, ſua det, Let him who 
ſeekes to perſwade others, give ſomething of 
his own. It is but a mecre mockery, and 
which will never make any impreſſion on -./ 
wiſe beholders, to move men to doe that, 
which the motioner refuſeth to doe; 
whereas otherwiſe, a mans relations will 
be willinger to give God their, when the 

leader gives him his hearr. 
$8. Beſides there may be ſome by ends, 
and ſpnifter reſpeRts, in mens authoritative 
reforming of others, and enforcing them, 
(as to outward conformity) to give God 
D 4 their 
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their hearts, men may get and gaine ſome- 
thing by puniſhing Recuſants in that kind, 
and may allo therein ſatisfie their owne 
revengetull natures, under pretence of re- 
forming the faults of others. Whereas 
effetFuall-ſelfe- reformation is ſubjet tono 
{uch ſuſpicions, as proceeding from the 
ſincerity of the ſoule, and aiming onely at 
the glory of God. 

9. Heart,] and why not Head, ſeeing 
that is far the moſt noble part of the body, 
if part benot too meane a terme, to call 
it by; for let us confider how many offices 
of the Soule, are kept in the head : there 


- is inthe forepart thereof, the ſeat of the 


- bb. © 
JIE 


Common ſenſe, judging of all objects, 
brought by the five ſenſes thereunto; 
there in the wid is, what I may call the 
Conrſiters Office, being the reſidence of the 
ever-aQtive, and unwearied Phanſze ; there 
in the hind part, there is kept, as I may 
ſay, the Remembrancers Office, where 
the Memorie hath its ſcituation. Now that 
theſe facultie: are io ſeated in the head, roo 
plainly appeares by the ſad experience of 
ſuch, who having had ſome violent con- 

tuſion 


Fg 
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tufion in thoſe payers, are defeRive in theſe 
{ reſpeRive performances, Ina word, feeing 
\the head is the Threxe of Reaſon, and the 
moſt eminent part of the body;Why is ir 
not, give me thy head, rather then give me 

thy heart ? | | 

10. Ianſwer, The heart here is defired ra- 
ther than the Head, becauſe the heart gives 
Law to all the reſt of the Soul,out of the a- 

; | bundance wherof,the mouth ſpeaketh, eye , _ 

| ſecth, eare hearech, Common: ſenſe Judg- o# #£.y ! 

1 | «th, Memory remembreth, 8c. 1f one was ,» ©, 

$ 

c 


pur to his choiſe whether he would have a ** {#4 * 

Palace or Caſtle in a City, ( put the caſe __— 
e | white Hall or the Tower ) ſurely any dif- | 
5, || creer perſon would prefer the latter in his 
)s | election. Forthough the Palace may bea 
xe | pleaſant place , of greater capacity and | 
he ÞÞ receit with many Roowes of State,. yet the 
re | Caſtle is a MagaFeneof Ammunition, which 
ay | maſtereth the other, and maketh itro at- | 
re © tend the pleaſure thereof. The Head may 
at | be compared to the Palace, but the Heart 
00 ff is the Caſtle, which commandeth it: fo 
of I that a good heart will make a good, [that 
On- Þ is, a grac/ous] head; but a good, [tharis, 
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a learned Head, cannot make a greciom 
heart. 

II. 2ue#ion, Sceing it is inthe pow 
er of God to take our heart if he pleaſerh, 
without asking our leave; how cometh it' 
ro paſſe, that here ir ſeemerh to ſue for it, 
[my Son give me thy heart] which none can 
detaine, or withhold from him, if he be 
minded to take rhe ſame, 

12. Anſwer. Even for the ſame reaſon 
for which S. Pal would not take Onefi-I' 
mus from Philemon without his conſent, Þ 
Philemon. 13.14. whom I would have re- 
rained with me, that in thy ſtead, he might 
have mimſtred unto me in the bonds of tht 
Goſpel. But without thy mind would I du 
nothing, that thy benefit ſhould not be as it 
were of Neceſſity, but willingly. Man after 
his converſion hath free wil, being move 
with grace, to a& in ſpirituall matters, 
Tohn. 8.36. If the Son ſhall make you free, 
' you ſhall be free indeed, and God loveths 

chearfull giver, 2 Cor. 9.7. God there 
fore expeReth chat man ſhould make 4. 
free and voluntary tender of his heart untd 
him, that he ſhould willingly ſurrender | 
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ind reſigne his Soule ro Gods ſerviceL, 

13. Come we now to the maine Dottrine 
q put of the Text, which may thus be pro- 
? pounded. 

A heart, preſently, perfeRly, and 
finally given to God is a gift, which 
be God himſelfe will accepr. 

I ſay preſently. What faith Solomon, 
[0V. 3e28, Say not wnto thy Neighbonr, 
6-0" and come againe, and to morrow 1 will 
ive, when thou ha#t it by thee, Thope we 

ave our hearts by 1s now we are here 
ſembled in Gods houſe, or elſe a foule 
Mhame it is to us to bring our bodres hi- 


our ſhips, or ſhops, or ſtudies, or chams- 
ers, or connting-houſes. Seeing then we 
ave our hearts here, let us preſently give 
hem ro God, it being unmannerly for us 
) make him wait and attend our leiſure, 
wi cito dat, bis dat, Who giveth ſoon, gi- 
eth twice, The gift being ſo mean in ic 
lf, let us better it, as much as we may, 
ith the ſpeedy giving thereof, 

14. Secondly, perfeitly given ; We 
Muſt not with CAnonias and Sepphira , 
Atts 


her,and leave our hearts behinde at home, 


( A gift for God alone. 
As 5. 2, Keep back part of our hearts, 
and preſent the reſt unto God. He is a jeff: 
- lous God, who will ſhare with none, buf 
have all, or none : The wilde Triſh hay 
- ever been accounted a barbarous Nation 
{ as for many other brutiſh cuſtomes , {Þ" 
_ _ chiefly becauſe they, and their Cattle lie to” 
<*'. getherin the ſame room, which is their hal" 
& kitchin, and parlor, and chamber, as all. 
the kennell for their Dozs, ſtable for thilf® 
Horſe, ftie for their Swine, ſtall for thei 
Kine, &c, And ſhall it not be accounted) 
baſe and barbarous praiſe in Chriſtian 
to lodge God and their la#s in the ſan” 
heart, Swine of Dyunkennefs, Goat of wi 
zonne(s, Wolf of cruelty, Tyger of revengy 
&Cc. No,God will not be fo unequally joy 
ned, but give to him thy whole hears. 

15. Laſtly, finally given; Afrer thi 
haſt made a deed of gift to God of thiſ: 
heart, thou muſt nor make a reſumptinſ 
or revocation thereof ; to give 4thing, 
take a thing, is a play too childiſh for Chi 
dren, Weknow what Tragedies were rafff 
ſed inthe family of Sampſon his father-i 
law, Fndg.14. 20. becauſe Sampſons wi 
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# taken from him, and given to hi com- 
avion, Then ſurely God will not hold 


buen £9iltleſſe, who having firſt given him 
heir hearts, afterwards take them away 


oain, and conferre them upon the world 


1d wickedneſle. 2 Tim.4.10. Demas hath 


rſaken me, having loved this preſent 
urld, and © departed. 
1. Come we now to confute thoſe 


| MULTI which the world, the fleſh and the 


will, commonly ſngegeſtto men to de- 
rthem, or at the leaſt/to detaine them 


Rom giving their hearts to God, Indeed 1 
Fould give them better rermes, as to call 


em pleas, pretences, excuſes, bur flammes 


$cren good enough tocxpreſſe them, 


2. Fiſt, they alledge for themſelves, 
atin caſe they ſhould give their hearts to 
4, they muſt preſently take a finall far- 
xll of all comforts and contentments in 
s World. Hereafter ifay they) we muſt 
pet to live a diſmall, dreary, dolefull, 
contented, diſconſolate life : no ſpark 
pleaſure, mirth, and jollity, but a Ife- 
l: heartleſe life, when we have giver 


hr hearts unto God, 
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3- Anſwer, I know not whether this 


flamme hath more of folly, or falſchood 
therein. Such needleſſe feares and Fealof 
ſees the Devil ſtarts in mens apprehenſion 
The Jewes were afraid in caſe they di 
permit our Saviow publickly to preach 
mongſt them, Fohn. 21.48. That t| | 
Romanes would come and take away fr 
them beth the place and nation. Whereas in 
deed it had been the onely way to prevaiſ 
their invaſion, ſeeing the putting of Chr, 
ro Death, did not only accelerate,but caul 
the ruine of their Nation, Thus men ſuſpt 
that che giving of their hearts to God y 
marre their mirth, and deſtroy their « 
light for the time ro come, whereas on ti 
contrary, itis theonely way, for the caff/ 
tinuance,increaſe,and improvement thaſ. 
of. 

4. True it 1s, it will retrench that Mu 
mirth which ends in mourning , that 
not to be rejozced in, it will defaulk thi r 
exorbitances and extravagances of Car % 
pleaſure, wherein wicked men lay out 
ſoules, Bur the tree of true joy ſhall thilf 
the better for the cutting off of theſe x 
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ers. Yea, which is more, a ſoul is utterly 
"Junacquainted with virem, delibated, and 
larified joy, untill tuch time 2s the #cart be 
$e:ven to God, from which moinent ati crue 
oy beare:h the Date thereof, | 

5. It is worth oar obſcryarion to matk 
he difference berwixt the old Tra»ſlation 
made according to the walgar Latine) 
ind the mew, conformed to the Original 
Fn the rendring of the eighth Perſe ot the 
Wonrth Pſalm, - 


Þold Tranſlation. | New Tranſlation. 


Thou haſte put | Thou haſte pat glad- 
ladneſſe 13 ' 1py | neſſe in my heart, more 

reert : fince the_ | than in the time that 
Wine their corme, | their corne, and their 
nd wine, and ovle | wine increaſed. 
Frcreaſed, 


Here we may ſee that oyle (to bring in 
hrez ftaple Commodities of the Land of 
Tnaen ) is inſerted in the Yulgar withour 
ny warrant from the Original ; we can- 
Jot but diſlike ſuch an 4dd/ti0y, more than 
| what 


”- 


- ged. 


| charge thy Relations better than ever bt 
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what is warranted in the 0riginall; other. 
wile the Dodrine had been true in it ſelf, 
though putting in honey, balm, all other 
commodities which that Zend did afford, 
All of theſe could not equal! that gladneſ; 
of heart, which the Spiris of God puts into 
a Chriſtians ſonle, after his heart is freeh 
given ts Gods ſervice. 
6.+ The ſecond flamme : if we give on 
hearts to God, we (hall want one to dil: 
charge our ſeveral Relations to our wives 
children, friends, neighbours, and acquai 
tance. God will ſo ingroſſe and monopy 
{Fe our hearrs to himſelf alone , we thi 
want the uſe of them, to all other purpc 
ſes, and intents , where we ſtand eng, 


7. Anſwer. This flamme hath as mud 
folly and more malice than the forme; 
Give thy heart to God, and he will return 
unto thee during thy life, (and what ne 
deth any longer term. 2 ) therewith to dif 


fore. A heart giver to God will rule tt 
paces unto thy wives bed, to keep thy: 


tections loyall unto her wichouc any wat 
driny 
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dring. In a word, it is ſo given 70 God, 
that it is ſtill kepe to thy ſelfe, roperform 
all thoſe offices, which are according to 
Gods command. 

8. Third farme, But my heart is ſo bad, 
it is not worthy Gods acceptance , who 
juſtly will caſt it away, both the gift & g7- 
ver thereof. All the bad Epithets given to 
a heart in the Scripture, center and unite 
themſelves in the mind, yea concur in the 
conſtitution thereof. Ax obſtinate heart, 
Deur. 2.30. A froward heart, Pſal. 101.4. 
A proud heart ,P(a.101.5. A perverſe beart, 
P:ov.12.8. A hanghty heart, Prov. 18.12. 
A ſflont heart, Eſ1.5.9. 4A ſtony heart, Ezek. 
11.19. A haraned heart, Mar.8., 17. A heart 
ſlow to believe, Luke 24. 25. An uncir- 
cumciſed heart, AR. 7.51, An impenitest 
heart, Rom. :.5. And what clſc foever is 
found in Scr/pture ſounding 10 the dilſ- 
grace thereof. If therefore I ſhould give 


& io bad a heart to God, he would refuſe ir, 


and retwurne it #0 me in his juſt diſplea- 
ſure. | 


9. I anſxer, if this lamwe cometh from 
a Hypoecrite and Diſſembler , it is utterly 
| £ 


unworthy 
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unworthy that any anſwer ſhould be affor- 


ded thereunto. Bur if it come from a pe- 


nitent ſoule , ſadly ſenfivle of its own bad- 
neſle,\as in chari:y we are bound to believe 
rhe beſt} ir deſerveth a becter name then a 


flamme , yea, is a hopefull and happy - 
ſymptome (though of weake) of true grace 


in tae party propounding it. Happy that 
man, bleſled that woman, who from a 


tceling of their own unworthineſſe, make 


this ſincere complaint. 

Io, Be it known then to their comfort, 
that if they had a better heart, then this, 
whereof they complain, and did begrudge 
and repine to beſtowit on God, yea, did 
keep and reſerve the ſame for the ſervice of 
Satzn, and their own wicked luſts, then 
chis were in them notorious and unpardo- 
nable Hypocriſie. Bur if this (as bad as it is) 
be the beſt heart they have, they may, 
yea mult g7ve it 10 God and from him ſhall 
receive the ſame in a New edition bettered 
and amended. Thy ob/t:nate heart (hall be 
made obedient , thy froward heart, forward 
in Goas ſervice; thy proud heart, bumble, 
perverſe heart, plyable ;, haught; hears, 
"a mil[t; 
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miſſe; ſtout heart, complying heart , ſtony 
heart , fleſhy ; hardned heart , ſoft , h-art 
ſlow, quick to believe; uncircumciſed heart, 
circumciſed ,, imperitient heart, repenting, 
&c. The onely way to get thy heart re- 


formed, is, to give it to God, who will 


create a new heart in: thee, according to 
Davids deſire, 


It. Let us inſtance in three motives to 


quicken our pertormance in this duty, The 


f11ſt may be drawne from the dignity of 
the party deſiring it ; God, who mig ht come 
mand. (cemes in ſome ſort in the Text to 
requeſt, Theſe laſt ren yeares have madea 
ſad change in many mens conditions. 
Such who formerly relieved ct-ers, have 
ſince received relicfe from others. Need 
hath taught many an ingenuous tongue, a 
langnage, wherewith fortme:ly it was un- 
-acquaimied, It may move a miſcrs heart 
to pity to heare them beg, ( not thorough 
defaulr of their own) who had a hand and 
hearr to — others. Bur ought 
we not to be afteed with the motion 
made in the Text, wherein the great God 
of Heaven ſcemeth in ſome fort to wave 
E 2 his 
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his Might and Maje#y, and in Triall of our 
Towardneſie and tenderneſſe., becomes in 
the nature of a Petitioner unto us, 27 S077 
give me thy heart , or art leaſt wiſe, doth 
onely defire, what he may demand as his 
due, yea command as his right belonging 
unto him. | 

12. Second motive may be drawn from 
the deſerts of the Party , #e & worthy (ſay 
the Phariſees of the Centurion to Chrit) 
For whom thou ſhouldſt do this thing, for he 
loveth our Nation, and bath built us a Sy- 


_ nagogue, Luke 7.5. Many and great are the 


indearments and obligations, which God 
hath pur upon us, he leadeth us daily with 
benefits, P{al.68. 19. {though we make but 
lighc of that load ) as appeareth by our 
conſtant ingratitude. 

13. Thelaſt motive may be taken from 
the danger of denyal : for be thou well 
aſſured,if chou refuſe to g:veGod thy heart, 
it wil not remaine thine long, to thy com- 
fort, If any fpeciall friend, fo honeff, that 
he would not deceive thee with falſe 
frights, and ſo wiſe that he could not 
Eliexewich be deceived by others, ſhould 
: Le ſeriouſly 
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ſcrioufly informe thee , that this Nighr, 
thou ſhould be plundered of a Fewel of 
great value, which thou haſt in thy houſe, 
& ſhould requeſt it of thee, to ſecure it for 
thee ( in the be## arceptation of the word) 
promiſing ſafe keeping , and ſeafonable 
reſtoring thereof; Surely thou ſhouldſt 
diſcover little diſcretion to run the hazard 
;) of a Robbery, and refuſe ſo faire and civill 
4, | 2 motion for thy own advantage. Know 
in like manner, the world, fleſh,and Devil, 
he | ne or «ll of them, will purloine thy heart 
.,4 || from thee, and imbezle it to thy deftrudi- 
';-þ | 9: In prevention whereof,do thou wake & 
ys Friend therewith, and ſpeedily beſtow it, 

"" } where it may be preſerved for thee. Adans 
himſelf, though armed with Original 1n- 
tegrity, how ill he kept his own hearr, we 
tis Poſterity may ſadly bemoan : deſpaire 
thou therefore to be the Treaſurer of thy 
"| own heart, chou canſt not lock itſo faſt, 
ks but ſs or Satan by force or fraud, will 
<1; | ©27mand and coFen thee out of the pol- 
yo {eſſon of it, if ir benot ſolemnly given to 

God himſelf. | 

14. And now, as once the Eunuch ſaid 
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to Philip, Acts 8. 36, See here water, 
what doth hizder me to be bapt17F-d? ſobe-. 


hold here all the requ.ſices to a deea of gift, 

whar is it that de barrech us, but that 1in- 

ſtantly ihis craniaCtion of our hearts may 
be compleated £ Here we the Granters 

. are preten:, and I charitably preſume have 
our hears in a ſþ:74tuall ſenſe, here within 
us ; here 1s God the Grantee, who hath p'o- 
miſed, where two or three are met toge- 
ther in his name, to be in the midſt of 
them ; here are wieſſes enow, ſeeing 
he who as parry to one deed ( wherein 
himſelf is concerned ) way be a witneſſe—> 
to the grant of another, and legally arreſt 
the truth thereof. Nor is there any need of 
counſel of publick Notaries to draw up and 
ingrofle an inſtrument herein, ſceing no- 
thing is required to the giving of the heart 
ſave the g:ving of the heart, the more ſom 
ply, the more ſ»rely ir is pefrormed. 

{ -15- O the commendable ſimplicity of 
;former Ages,and their plain dealingsin bay- 
£4ins and ſeals : what their hearts rhought 
their #0xgwes ſaid ; what their tongues ſaid 
their #84 ſeal'd, whoſe ſeals of brickle- 

dough 
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dough held bercer to all purpoſes and in- 
tents than ours of the moſt 1234-1046 wax: 
how many Manonrs in thoſe dayes were 
conveyed in few words, From me and mine, 
z0thee and thine ;, where,as now, a ſpan of 
ground can ſcarce be conveyed under a 
ſpan of parchment, ſuch is the litigiouſneſſe 
of our Age, 

16, But know, in giving our hearts, we 
are todeal with him who is the ſearcher of 
the hearts, and who hateth all ceremoni- 
ous complements, preferring down-r12ht 
ſincerity. Indeed, if the head was to be 
given, ſome might conceive it fir and ne- 
ceſlary that the roxgue and brains thereof 


ſhould be imployed in making a largeand 


cloquent Oration at ſuch traniaRions; but 
the heart being now to be given, it may be 
done with filence and ſincerity, with a te- 
rious promile, from this very moment to 
conſecrare the ſame totally and figally to 
Gods ſervice, : 
' 17. Thave read of Tames the fourth, King 
of Scotland, that on his death-bed he be- 
queathed his heart tothe Lord Dowglas, to 
carry the-ſame to Ternſalew, and to fee it 
Eq4 * _ buried 


22 A gift for God alone. 
buricd by the grave of our Saviour, which 
the Lord performed accordingly: and in: 
' avowance thereof, the Honenrable Fami-' 
lies of the Douglaſſes at this day, give # 
beart proper inthe Baſe-point of the Shield, 
18. Somewill praiſe the officionſneſs of 
a Servant in doing his Maſters command, 
but none can cxcule the ſuperſi:tion of the 
Maſter, ſave onely by charging it on the 
erroneous devotion of thoſe dark daies he 
lived in: bur let not us delay it till our 
death, but in our life-time in the height of 
our health, wealth, and proſperity , let us' 
not ſend by others, but give onr ſelves, not. 
our carnal, corporeal heart, but our ſpiritual 
heart, (\ mean, all the powers and faculties: 
of our ſouls ) not to be interred in the wate-; 
rial grave of owr Savienr, but to be buried: 
with him in true mortification', which will 
be truly to pratZiſe the precept given in my: 
Text, Wy ſon, give methy heart, Amen, 


